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BY PROFESSOR ROBERT W. ROGERS, PH.D., D.D., LL.D., F.R.G.S. 


II. The Schoolmaster Turns Decipherer 


LARGE part of the work of the world is now 
done by men who are specially trained to do it. 

The physician, the lawyer, the teacher, the 
clergyman, are all trained to do their work, trained 
in the schools, trained in theory and practice. If we 
pursue the subject farther, we shall speedily see that 
this special training for each of the professions goes 
yetdeeper. In each of these professions men are trained 
to do special work, trained by specialists, trained to do 
one thing with marked skill. One physician has made 
a specialty, as the phrase is, of diseases of the mind, 
or of the lungs, or of the intestines. One lawyer de- 
votes all his energies to criminal or to corporation law. 
One teacher teaches only Greek or history or econom- 
ics, while even the 
preacher has become 
exclusively evangelist 


Latin classics. His success as a teacher, and the 
reputation secured from the publication of a mono- 
graph of research in this field, brought him promotion, 
in two years, to a superior position in the gymnasium 
in Frankfort-on-the-Main. He was now ‘‘a made 
man,'’ as the Germans say, and would be able to 
look forward to a lifelong post in the school. He 
would now expect to spend all his energies in the 
exhausting but rewarding labor of introducing fresh 
youthful minds to the great ancient literatures which 
still lie at the basis of our best culture. But suddenly 
the whole stream of effort in his life is diverted into a 
new channel. 

In 1802 Fiorillo, the Géttingen librarian, called 


* NIEBUHR TAR, XxIv. B. 


the consecutive sense of any passage. All that they 
had published on the subject Fiorillo laid before 
Grotefend, with the suggestion that here was a fit 
subject for his ingenuity and patience. Grotefend 
began the task with enthusiasm, little dreaming, per- 
haps, that he would spend seventy-two years of his 
long life in the investigation of one phase or another 
of these inscriptions. The method which he now 
adopted was perfectly simple, and may be made quite 
clear to any person who will read the following para- 
graphs carefully, even though he possess no technical 
linguistic knowledge. 
He began with the assumption, already held by his 
predecessors in the work of decipherment, that these 
Persepolis inscrip- 
tions were written in 





or missionary. ‘This 
is the new order of 
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three languages, and 
that the first inscrip- 
tion in each group of 





things, and it seems 
to be increasing by 
leaps and bounds. 


ae TE A UY COWIE KY LIE. A «NK OT 


three was in ancient 
Persian. He further 
reasoned that the in- 





There are, however, 
exceptions to it, nota- 
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scriptions would con- 





ble exceptions, every- 
where. The physician 
who elected in his 





college course to de- 
vote all his life to one 
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tain the names of the 
— >> > >_ = kings who had set 
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prove to be members 
of the Achawmenian 





specialty is forced by 
nature or by provi- 
dence into another. 











The lawyer (his name 
being James Russell 
Lowell, if you like) 


-— — = dynasty. His first 
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ies two inscriptions 
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gives over his profes- 
sion altogether, and 
becomes a man of 


KV YEMEN A OK IGT, Ke EY 


hesitation, he selected 
the two numbered B 
and G by Niebuhr, 





letters. This is pre- 
cisely what George 
Friedrich Grotefend 


NEA QIN VEIT SS NK AT ICI, WY. TY. 


which are reproduced 
accurateiy in the 





was led to do, to the 
lasting benefit of 
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accompanying plate. 
He followed Tychsen 
and Miinter, who had 





human _ knowledge. 
Here is his story,— 
a story full of sur- 
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previously attempted 
to decipher these 
texts, in the following 





We A, 





prises. 

Grotefend was born 
June 9, 1775, in the 
city of Miinden, 
kingdom of Hanover, Germany, and began his school 
life in Ilfeld, and later carried on his university 
studies at Géttingen. The aim of these protracted 
studies was a preparation for the work of school- 
master in the department of classical philology. In 
1797, on the recommendation of Heinrich Heyne, 
Grotefend became assistant master in the Gottingen 
Gymnasium, and began there to teach the Greek and 


* From Niebuhr. 


Reisebeschretbung nach Arabien und andern umliegenden Lindern, 


INSCRIPTIONS DECIPHERED BY GROTEFEND 


Grotefend’s attention to the inscriptions of Persepolis, 
which had been seen by numerous priests and traders, 
and had finally been carefully copied, in 1765, by 
Niebuhr.! Several scholars in Northern Europe had 
tried to decipher them, but had only succeeded in 
making out a sign here and there, without securing 





1See The Sunday School Times for August 10, rgor, pp. 505, 506, 
which contained the first of Professor Rogers's articles in this series. 


Kopenhagen, 1774-1834, Band II, p. 134. 


points : 

1. The wedge, oc- 
curring at irregular 
intervals, which is 
placed diagonally from left to right, is intended to 
divide between words. (See, for example, the last sign 
in lines 1 and 3 of B, and the last sign in line 4 of G.) 

2. There is a word which appears frequently in 
these little texts, both in a shorter and a longer form. 
In the shorter form Miinter had guessed that it meant 
‘*king,’’ and in the ionger form Grotefend ventured to 
suppose that it meant ‘‘ kings."’ 


Tab. XXIV. 
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If now we look at both B and G in the second line, 
after the first word-divider, we shall find these signs: 


© QCA ICM IIE. 


And this is followed by the same word, but much 
increased in length, thus : 


(6) 


NC. YOK, WY. VS. HY. 
Cin. - 


Grotetend’s conjecture was that (a) meant ‘‘ king,”’ 
while (4) was the plural, and meant ‘‘kings,’’ the 
whole expression signifying ‘‘king of kings.’’ But 
another vlance at the plate will show that this word 
occurs also in the first line of both inscriptions, fol- 
lowed immediately by the same word ; namely, 


(c) >|> ot I =! . \- 


What could this mean ? Grotefend was familiar with 
some Sassanian inscriptions, recently deciphered by 
De Sacy, in which the expression ‘‘ great king’’ oc- 
curred, and he at once made the conjecture that this 
was the same expression, and that(c) meant ‘‘ great,”’ 
hence, ‘‘king great ;'' that is, ‘‘great king.’’ This 
looked plausible enough, but would anybody believe 
that it was correct? Most certainly not.. Grotefend 
must first learn the significance of each sign in these 
words ; he must then identify each sign in other 
words, and prove by numerous instances that the 
meaning which he claimed in one place would be fit- 
ting in other places. ‘To this problem he bent every 
energy. His method was quite as simple as before. 
Here it is : 

In the Sassanian inscriptions the first word was 
always the king’s name, followed immediately by 
‘‘great king, king of kings,’’ and Grotefend supposed 
that the Persepolis inscriptions were similar. If this 
be true, the name of the king who set up inscription 
B was ° 


© WE KE aH.<, 


while the other was: 


© QV NEM KT, 


If now Grotefend could find the names which were 
denoted by (d) and (¢), he would be on the fair road 
to convince the doubter, and at the same time ad- 
vance toward the final test of really reading the text. 
His process now became slightly more complex, and we 
must not venture to follow all of it here,? but the next 
important step may be set down. After trying one 
name after another, he finally pitched upon Darius as 
the king whose name would best suit the seven signs 
in (¢). Of course, he did not expect to find the name 
spelled just as we spell it. We have copied the Ro- 
man form, which was based upon the Greek form 
Dareios. After much testing of possible and impos- 
sible combinations, he finally set down the charac- 
ters so: 


Peel = 
«lV, WW, EV, Ke EX, 

8) a R nH E u SH 

while the other name was read in this manner : 


_ = «= 2 
(¢) Cy. <« YEW Fl << . VY. 
CH SH H A R_ SH a 
which he deemed the Persian form of the name 
Xerxes. 

Later investigation has shown that the names were 
correctly identified, and that the alphabetic characters 
were in early every case correctly surmised. What 
a thrill of pleasure must have passed over this worker 
as he came this far on his long journey, and saw how 
well the equivalents seemed to suit his problem! He 
next made out the name of Hystaspes, which he read 
in the form Goshtasp. Each of these names seemed 
to support the other, and by their comparison he felt 
sure that he had learned thirteen characters out of 
an alphabet which he supposed to contain forty-two 
signs. He now felt able to translate these two in- 
scriptions in part, thus : 


B. Darius, the great king, king of kings, son of 


Hystaspes. 


G. Xerxes, the great king, king of kings, . . . son of 
Darius, the king. 





1 The curious reader will find the whole oory in Rogers’s “‘ History 
of Babylonia and Assyria” (Vol. I. New York, 1g00). 
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Grotefend had the confidence of genius, and felt so 
sure of every step as to be equally sure of the final 
result. He was willing to adventure his reputation 
upon it, and was eager to publish the result in the 
journal of the Géttingen Academy of Sciences. But, 
alas for the caution of learned bodies ! The Academy 
refused to believe in his methods or to publish his 
results. His paper was finally printed by a friend in 
the appendix of a work of his own. The learned 
Academy scoffed mildly, and time alone would de- 
termine whether the schoolmaster had really turned 
decipherer, or was only a deluded dreamer. Time 
has decided that question in the schoolmaster's 
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favor. In 1893 the Academy searched through its 
old papers, found Grotefend’s original paper, and 
published it in full. ‘Time exacts curious retribution 
sometimes 

Our story is ended at this point. Grotefend had 
successfully deciphered part of a Persepolis inscrip- 
tion. If the ‘‘ gentle reader’’ (Jace, Charles Lamb) 
is wearied with all these signs and names, let him not 
be discouraged. ‘There are other stories to tell of 
biblical discoveries that have more life and move- 
ment in them. Let him look another day for a dif- 
ferent tale from this. 

MADISON, N, J. 
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Think About God? 


By Bertha Seavey Saunier 


HILDREN love a secret, a dark design, or 
adeep plot, and parents are wont to ap- 
propriate this fact in uses that are wise 
and sweet, and, alas! in ways also that 
are otherwise. Usually and naturally, 
unless the ‘‘ bogie man’’ is interposed as one means 
of government, the knowledge of God is the first 
awful mystery that enters into the child thought, and 
awakens the latent wisdom that was woven into the 
young soul when it was created. The sense of his 
being is stamped upon the spirit or life of all created 
things. 

‘| knew about God before you told me,’’ said one 
of these child princes, born to the purple of God's 
kingdom. And the mother, looking into the pure, 
clear eyes upraised to hers, did not doubt it. 

But not always are children as frank and clear- 
headed in their ideas as this little boy. Oftener they 
turn their ideas over in silence, and give them many 
a quaint and unlooked-for mien, that finally finds ex- 
pression in some startling speech that horrifies the 
staid ideas of their elders. 

One little boy had been carefully told about the 
good Father who cares for us all, to whom we are all 
to go when the body shall be laid aside. After a 
thoughtful season, in which the seed of truth was surely 
germinating, the boy began to look about with a desire 
to confer upon some one or something the good bene- 
fits of which he was so lately the wiser. He was seen 
watching the flight of a house-fly from place to place 
on the wall of the room. Finally it settled within 
reach of his hand. 

‘Little fly,"" he said, in soft, persuasive tones, 
‘*do you want to go to God?’’ And, putting out his 
finger, he crushed the fly, and said, ‘‘Go then !"’ 

Another, having been told that God liked to have 
little boys love him, added these sweet words to his 
evening prayer: ‘‘I love you, God, but I can’t always 
do what pleases you,’’—a meekness that at another 
time had no prospect of show when loud tones of 
command were used with considerable gusto. Dark- 
ness was about his home, though within was bright- 
ness and cheer, but the child seemed to be impressed 
with a need of protection. Running to the window, 
he looked up into the deep heavens, and shouted, 
‘¢God, God ! come down and bless papaand mama.”’ 

Now, at such an outburst, sacrilege is the first 
thought that enters our mind. There is a quick de- 
sire to force the child into his proper position with 
regard to. the Creator. But, truth to tell, there is in 
reality no irreverence in the hearts of these young 
priests who are making their first offerings. They 
should not meet with severity. A little patience, a 
few loving questions, will lay bare the line of thought 
that preceded the outburst, and will prove that the 
inner sanctuary of the young soul is as pure as a pearl. 
To misjudge a child at any time is barbarous. To 
understand him is a duty divine that brings its own 
peaceful reward. 

Thoughtful children form whole ideas out of imper- 
fect fabrics, and shield the clue to their origin with a 
cloak of shyness. 

Frankie played daily with brother and_ sisters, 
sharing with them many delightful secrets, but not to 
them did he express his first idea of God. As he 
was one day walking with his mother, they approached 
a deserted building. It was a time-worn dwelling- 
house, with broken walls and ghastly windows, — 
empty and awful in its shattered state, and the child 
clutched the motherly skirts and drew back as he 
whispered, in accents of fear: ‘Don’t, don’t go by 
there, mama! _It's’God's house, it's God’s house !"’ 





The mother never knew why he had conceived so 
weird an idea of his best Friend, for he had been 
carefully taught ; but perhaps the natural awe and fear 
had quietly connected itself with the old house as 
the only object within his small range as fitting to his 
impression of God, 

Sometimes along with fear is linked a feeling of 
resentment that this all-powerful Being is ever present 
and always watchful, and from whom there can be no 
secret hidden deed. And, though he may be greatly 
adored because a deep and sacred mystery, yet often, 
in odd moments, so much prescience is ill taken, as 
in the case of the little girl who, upon venturing to 
seek her own particular retreat, found her faithful dog 
following closely behind. Vexed already with the 
haunting thought of the all-seeing Eye, she turned 
squarely about, and said: ‘*You go back, ‘Towser, 
It's bad enough to have God tagging me all the time. 
You can just go back.’’ 

Another child had come under outside influences, 
—that is, influences outside of her home,—in which 
she had gained an idea of God's commands, s well 
as his care. She attended a young men’s mecting, 
where the theme was again and again dwelt npon : 
‘« Fear God, fear God !"’ 

Now, the commands of the Creator were as impor- 
tant to this little five-year-old as were the needs of life 
in general,—neither one amounted to shucks. Life 
itself were a trifle compared to a great and exciting 
calamity such as would follow the breaking of one of 
these commands. And so, with a delightful disaster 
in view, and with defiance in her foolish little heart, 
she set about to build an altar. She gathered sticks 
and shavings, and piled them high, wondering, as she 
scraped the ground clean about it, if it were possible 
to purloin a match from the safe in the kitchen. De- 
ciding to forgo this risk, she without delay folded her 
hands, and fell down before the altar of wooden 
shapes, and, to the best of her knowledge, worshiped 
it. Then she waited for the visitation of wrath and 
vengeance that she believed to be imminent. Of 
course, she waited in vain, and gradually doubts crept 
in, and other matters of livelier interest drew her 
away. 

In the main, however, aside from an occasional 
season of resentment or defiance, children have a 
thoroughly pervading fear of God. Parents teach it, 
playmates instil it, and their own love and dread of a 
wondrous mystery foster it. Parents do not always 
realize that to the little child they of themselves are 
terrible, both in power and proportions,—a sort of 
high sovereignty that reigns over child life with abse- 
lute might, and that may, or may not, be cajoled by 
coy manners or winsome smiles, or by divers howl- 
ings and bawlings. Still less do they realize that, 
fearful as they of themselves may appear, knowledge 
of another Power even greater and more mighty, and 
terrible because unseen, is apt to produce a despair 
born of utter hopelessness. It is well that God him- 
self watches over the lambs, and turns the tide in 
their own favor, as in the case of the little girl whose 
mother dutifully trained her in the worn tracks pressed 
both by herself and her foremothers. The child knew 
the Catechism, the Ten Commandments, many sacred 
hymns, and, of course, the evening prayer. To her 
child mind all this was monotony, dry, and sear, and 
certain misunderstandings in the Catechism were, to 
her imaginative mind, horrible possibilities. 

Life, anyway, was dull at the best, so she calmly 
planned an adventure. She planned to go to bed 
without saying her prayers. Like the little girl at her 
altar of shavings, she reckoned with hopeful expec- 


- 



















— = 





——_4 


b 











a a a, Sa Cale 








JANUARY 25, 1902 


tancy on the consequences. But she too waited 
vainly. Neither did the heavens fall, nor the roof 
tumble in over her small person, steeled and ready, 
under the patchwork covers. 

Outside, the desolate little prayers were shivering 
with neglect. She fancied them standing on the ac- 
customed spot on the carpet, alone in the darkness. 
The voices of the family below rose to her ears,— 
father, aunt, mother, and sisters. If nothing really 
were to happen, neither would these come rushing up 
the stairs in a panic of alarm. And nothing did hap- 
pen. We can fancy God's smile of tenderness bend- 
ing over his stray little wilful lamb, but not his anger. 

At length the suspense grew too tense for this wee 
sinner. This open neglect of duty,—it certainly was 
a troublous and difficult affair. Something really 
seemed to crush in her chest as she lay awaiting that 
other calamity. 

For some moments she lay breathing shortly. Then 
her feet moved slowly toward the edge of the bed. 
She breathed easier. Softly she followed the repent- 
ant feet, and at last knelt, and once more embraced 
those forlorn little prayers. 

Saying nothing of the true price of sin, which is 
self-condemnation, here typified, we can easily sur- 
mise that, with this little girl, God made the matter a 
turning-point in her life. Here was the first throb of 
the moral sense in its awakening to determine right 
from wrong, and the decision in favor of duty, made 
thus independently, threw the jewel in the right side 
of the balance, and made a milestone in her life. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
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“Domine, Dirige Nos” 
By George Alexander Kohut 


EACH me thy ways, O Lord, 
Show me thy paths ; 
Make me to understand 
Thy righteous wraths, 


Cause me to comprehend 
Thy wondrous grace; 
To see, when life is done, 

Thy shining face. 


To grasp, when all is o’er, 
Thine cutstretched arm ; 

To shield and shelter me 
From further harm. 


To know that far from thee 
I cannot roam; 

My Father’s mansion is 
Fore’er my home. 


Then lead me in thy truth 
Through all this maze ; 

That I o’er hazy mists 
May starward gaze. 


New Yor« City. 











At the Country Store Club 


By the Rev. Henry F. Cope 


oie ELL, the revival’s over, and I s’pose we'll 


have a little peace once more, But say,— 
that preacher came mighty near fetching 
some of us. I don't know but what I'd gone forrit 
myself that last night ef it hadn't ’a’ been for thet old 
humbug, Deacon Darrel. He got down and speeled 
off one of his long-winded prayers. I jes’ stood there 
and made up my mind I couldn't go in for a church 
with so many hypocrites in it.*’ 
‘* Is he the only kind of hypocrite you have met, 
Martin ?** 
‘*Sure not, Siah. But then we don’t all make the 
perfession that the deacon does. He's allus making 
out what a good church man he 1s, and how much he 
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gives to the preaching ; and I know what he done, — 
he bought five cord of wood from me, and I let him 
have it cheap, too, cos it was poor stuff anyway, and 
he said he was a-going to give it to the church. He 
took and sold it to the church for fifty cents a cord 
more'n I axed him for it, and, what's more, charged 
them for a cord they didn’t get.’’ 

‘«Thet’s his style, Martin,’’ said Hank. ‘* Don’t 
you mind how he had my youngster arrested for steal- 
ing money from his counter? He says, ‘It’s not the 
money I care for, it's the preencipal of the thing ; it’s 
just oorful to think of.a boy growing up dishonest !’ 
And then he swore that the boy took a dollar, and, 
when he found the money right where he'd put it, he 
had to own up that it was only thirty-five cents.”’ 

‘*Ugh! Thet kind of crittur’s no good on earth. 
Wonder the Lord don't jes strike him dead, same as 
he did one fellow !"’ 

‘‘If that happened to every liar, it would be a 
lonesome world that would be left,’’ suggested Siah. 
‘And then such men as Darrel are worse than dead. 
They’ ve lost their character ; their hearts are as hard 
and dead as that'’ere chunk of iron. And Darrel’s 
certainly dead so far as the real life of the church 
goes.”’ 

‘«Why don’t they turn him out then? Seems to 
me the church ain't willing to bury its dead.’’ 

‘« Probably we ought to. But why don’t you get in 
and help? You can't reform anything from the out- 
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side. Every honest man hates the liar and hypocrite, 
and every kind of sham ; yet the very men who talk 
most about the hypocrite in the church will lie to one 
another, and cheat, and call that business.’’ 

‘« Thet ain't lying, thet’s trading hosses.”’ 

‘* The wickedness don’t wear off sech lies just be- 
cause everybody uses them. There are shams out- 
side the church. Some of you pretend to be good 
fathers, yet you set your children the example of for- 
getting the great Father of us all. You say you are 
good citizens, but you bring them up, by irreverence 
to God, to irreverence to all law and order. You say 
you are honest men, paying all your debts, while you 
squirm out of paying the Almighty what you owe him. 
Church hypocrites make long prayers to God and 
short measure to men, but others make long profes- 
sions to men and are short to God. Men will tell the 
truth to one another when they learn to tell the truth 
to him. The hypocrites in the church deserve ston- 
ing, but the people outside live in the wrong kind of 
houses to do it in.”’ 

‘Well, Siah! An’ are you defending 'em ?"’ 

‘No, sir. But I say they're not the only shams, 
nor are they the only peoplein the church. You pick 
out Darrel, and forget the old Doc, and Sammie 
Eddy, and Father and Mother Best, and all the 
others. The true church don’t make shams any more 
than a good company made cowards in the War.’’ 

DILLON, MONTANA. 
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Decision Day in the Sunday-School 


By the Rev. H. W. Pope, Secretary of Northfield Extension 


The first half of Mr. Pope's article appeared in last week's issue of the Times. As editorially stated 
then, his suggestions are made out of his wide and successful experience in the supremely important work 
that he describes. Yet no hard-and-fast rules or exact methods can ever be laid down in such work as this. 
The details must be carried out, in each tnstance, in accordance with the local workers’ prayerful study of 
éocai needs and conditions. Some will feel, for instance, that the individual following up and conversation 
with scholars, referred toin Mr. Pope’s articie as being conducted by the superintendent, can better be left 
to the teachers. The Editor would oe interested in knowing of the views of readers of the Timcs cn this and 
other matters of detat! in the work of soul-winning, and would especially welcome letters telling of the 
methods and the results of such work in the Sunday-school. 


HILE all heads are bowed, suggest that all who 
have not before publicly acknowledged Christ 
as Saviour definitely confess their sins, and 

invite Jesus to come into their hearts, and take pos- 
session of their lives. Lead them in a short prayer, 
making it just as simple and direct as possible. Then 
say to the school, ‘‘ The first step in becoming a 
Christian is to accept Christ as one’s Saviour, and 
that I am sure some of you have done. The second 
step is to confess Christ as your Saviour,—in other 
words, to tell some one of it (Matt. 10 ; 32; Rom. 
10:9, 10). If I were you, I would tell my teacher 
about it now, and so let us take a few minutes to do 
this.’’ After a short interval, call the school to order, 
and say, ‘* The first step is to accept Christ, and that 
some of you have done. ‘The second step is to con- 
fess Christ, and that some of you have done. The 
third step is to obey Christ, and that will take all the 
rest of your life."’ 


Recording the Transaction 


‘*It is a good thing to make a record of our trans- 
actions with God, and for this purpose I wish to give 
to each one who has accepted Christ to-day a life 
card,* on the first page of which is a covenant, which 
you can read and sign when you return home, putting 
dgwn your name, and the date and place where you 
took this step, and keeping it for future study and 
reference. This covenant will help you in many ways. 
For instance, when the devil comes around to-morrow 
morning, and says, -‘ You thought you became a 
Christian yesterday, but you were mistaken, and I 
can prove it; for this morning, when your brother 
hid your shoes, and you were late at breakfast, you 
lost your temper,’ perhaps you may have to confess 
that you did. ‘Well,’ he will say, ‘that proves that 
you are not a Christian,’ and thus he throws many a 
young Christian into the Slough of Despond. 





1 The Life Card is a four-page leaflet, which contains many useful 
hints on Christian living, how to use the Bible, etc It may be ob- 
tained of The Bible Institute Colportage Association, 250 La Salle 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, at thirty cents per hundred. 





‘This statement is not true, as I can show you. 
Suppose you go to work to-morrow for a man whose 
name is Johnson. Mr. Johnson is now your new 
master. Suppose, on the first day, you spoil a yard 
of cloth or break a machine, does that prove that Mr. 
Johnson is not your new master? No, it only proves 
that you have not been as careful to please your new 
master as you should be, or that you did not fully 
understand your work. So, if you have taken Christ 
as your master to-day, and to-morrow should lose 
your temper, what does that prove? That Jesus is 
not your new master? No, it only shows that you 
have not been as careful to please your master as 
you should be. I hope you will not do it, but, if 
you should, the thing to do is to kneel right down 
and confess your sin, ask him for forgiveness, and he 
will forgive it instantly ; and then be more careful to 
please him in the future. 

‘*Suppose, now, you had this life card, and the 
devil came with his temptation, you could show it to 
him, and say, ‘See here, Satan, can you read wri- 
ting? If you can, you will see my name at the bot- 
tom of this covenant. I signed it, not under any 
pressure or excitement, but all alone in my room. I 
signed it because that is the kind of life I propose to 
live. I meant it then, and I mean it now, and if I 
didn’t mean it then, I do mean it now. So, Satan, 
you can move right along. I haven't any use for you. 
I have a new master.’ Thus you would always have 
outward and visible evidence of the transaction which 
you entered into with God a few moments ago, and 
which God has already registered in heaven.'’ 


Personal Talks with Individuals 


Then dismiss the school, offering to give the life 
card, if they will remain, to all who have accepted 
Christ that day, and to those also who are thinking 
of it seriously. The teachers, who have been pre- 
viously instructed, will do their best to retain those 
whom they think have been seriously impressed, but 
still have not really settled the question. All the 
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careless ones will have now gone, and you have there 
those who really have accepted Christ, and a few who 
have not gone quite so far. Then suggest. that all 
kneel down and say aloud to the Lord just what they 
have already said to him in silence. In order to make 
it easy for them, offer to lead them in prayer, asking 
them to follow you in concert, sentence by sentence. 
There is thus the advantage that they hear their own 
voices really confessing their sins, and inviting Jesus 
to come into their hearts. After the prayer, they 
might be questioned somewhat after this fashion : 

‘‘Henry, you asked God to forgive your sins for 
Christ's sake. Did you really mean it?’’ ‘*1 did.’’ 
‘Do you think he has forgiven you?’’ Perhaps he 
will say, ‘‘I1 do not know.’’ ‘‘ But what did he say 
he would do if you confessed your sins?’’ ‘* He said 
he would forgive me.’’ ‘Do you think he has lied to 
‘‘Of course not.’’ ‘* Then where are your 
sins ?’ ‘‘He has forgiven them.'' ‘*How do you 
know ?'’ ‘* Because he said he would."’ 

Or, referring to the fact that some boy in your 
hearing invited Jesus to come into his heart, ask him 
if he thinks that Jesus has come into him. Perhaps 
he will say, ‘‘ Yes ; I think so, because I feel happier 
already.’’ ‘‘ Suppose you wake up in the morning with 
a sick-headache ; you would not feel happy a bit, — 
would you?’’ ‘Probably not.’ ‘Then where will 
your hope be, if it depends upon your feelings ?’’ 
Show them that there is no solid foundation but the 
Word of God, which never changes, and do not leave 
them until they can all give a scriptural reason for 
their hope. 

Then go to them and ask each one personally if 
they have really accepted Christ as their Saviour, and 
when they did it. Some will reply, ‘‘1 did it while 
you were praying,’ or ‘* while my teacher was talking 
with me.’ Occasionally you will find one who has 
not really settled the question, but usually he can be 
persuaded to do it, if in an earnest, loving way you 
hold him face to face with the main issue: ‘* You 
know you ought to do it; you expect to do it some 
time ; by all means do it now, when so many of your 
friends are taking the same stand.'’ I have found it 
very helpful, in giving the invitation to an individual, 
to hold out my hand, and say, ‘‘Will you accept 
Christ as your Saviour, and will you give me your 
hand on it?'’ There is something in the extended 
hand which seems to make the offer of salvation more 
real and personal, as if from the hand of God him- 
self, and people who- have resisted all other appeals 
have yielded to the open hand. 

As they thus confess Christ to you one by one, 
give them the life card, asking them to sign it at 
home, and keep it in their Bible for future use. 
Pledge them also to tell their parents what they have 
done, and to do what they can to bring their com- 
panions to Christ. In holding such a service it is 
always best to exclude the smaller children from the 
room. 

As to these entire Decision Day plans and mefhods, 
some might think a short address and an invitation 
to rise would be sufficient. So it would if you are 
only aiming to reach the easy cases, but it is the dif- 
ficult cases that you wish to reach. ‘The advantages 
of this method are: First, the way is made so plain 
that all can see precisely what to do ; second, the first 
step seems so reasonable that one can hardly refuse to 
take it; third, the decisions are purely voluntary ; 
fourth, each step is a distinct advance upon the last, 
and a firmer committal of the soul to Christ; fifth, 
each teacher has the joy of hearing the first confession 
of Christ from her pupils; sixth, the work is so de- 
liberate and thorough that those who are converted 
know it, and are able to give a reason for their hope ; 
seventh, it is not a theory simply, but the outgrowth of 
experience in hundreds of schools where it has worked 
successfully. 


you ?"’ 


Following Up Results 


The following up of results is cf the utmost impor- 
tance Indeed, it is a question whether it is wise to 
hold such a service unless it is to be carefully followed 
up. A careful canvass of the parish should follow, to 
lead to decision those who did not accept Christ on 
Decision Day. It will be very easy now to talk with 
any scholar, in view of the step which so many have 
taken ‘The parents of all who decided should be 
visited, and their co-operation requested. In some 
instances, where the parents were not Christians, such 
a visit has led to their conversion. A class for con- 
verts should be formed for instruction in the doc- 
trines and of the Christian life, and in due 
time they should be received into the church, and 
some detinite work given to each one. 

NEW Haven, Conn. 
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How the Honor Roll 
Contest Progresses 

Interest in The Sunday School Times’ honor 
rolls continues to infuse enthusiasm into the Sunday- 
schools of many denominations. One of the most 
recently reported schools taking part in the contest is 
the First United Brethren school of Greensburg, Penn- 
sylvania. The pastor, the Rev. J. A. Eby, in a New 
Year's greeting to his people printed in his Church 
Bulletin, says : 


I am glad to call your attention to the last page of this paper 
for full announcement of our great 


Sunday-School Contest 


Cannot you all arrange to be present at each session of the 
school for January ?. Come and see what our school is doing. 
The time of meeting is changed from 9.30 to 11.30, after the 
preaching service, just for this month, to accommodate the 
church people. ‘Try it next Sunday. 

thanking you one and all for your great kindness to yout 
pastor and family during this goodly and prosperous year, 

1 am yours affectionately, 
; J. A. Esy, Pastor. 


On the last page of the little paper is the superin- 
tendent’'s announcement, referred to by the pastor, 
as follows : 


An Important Message 


DEAR FRIENDS: We desire to call your attention to a new 
enterprise recently undertaken by our Sunday-school. ‘The 
Sunday School ‘limes of Philadelphia proposes to publish an 
honor roll of the one hundred schools of the world that can 
show the largest increase in average attendance during the 
current months of December, January, and February over 
corresponding months of last year, also a prize of twenty-five 
dollars for the best article on how the result was obtained. ‘lo 
accommodate many persons who were unable to attend on 
account of the hour, the time has been changed to 11.30 in- 
stead of 9.30 o'clock. The preaching service at fo. 30 will be 
held first, then the Sunday-school, lasting only hour. 
Pledge cards have been printed, and are to be signed by those 
who will agree to come every Sunday during January. A Bible 
will be given to the person securing five new scholars, a year's 
subscription to the Youth's Companion for ten, and a year's 
subscription to the St. Nicholas Magazine for twenty new 
scholars 

The result of the contest will be based on percentage, so 
that our school need not feel that they are entering a hopeless 
struggle, but one that, if heartily and unitedly entered into, 
gives bright promise of success, If every church and Sun- 
day-school member is unfaltering in his devotion to the great 
purpose in view, and which is in every way a thing greatly 
to be desired, we may reasonably expect great results. Whole 
families should come, children and all, as every one will count. 

Remember the hour, 11.30 o'clock next Sunday morning. 

‘Truly yours, 


one 


W. D. GRAFF, Sut. 

Mr. Graff writes that, on December 29, the school 
voted to enter the contest, five hundred pledge cards 
were distributed, and one hundred and fifty mem- 
bers of the school agreed to attend duriny Janu- 
ary. Prizes were offered for new scholars, and a 
house-to-house canvass was agreed upon. The entire 
school entered enthusiastically into the work of in- 
creasing the attendance. Asa result of this effort, 
the school had an increase in attendance of over one 
hundred scholars, with bright prospects of continued 
increase. Mr. Graff adds~ ‘‘ This action on the part 
of the school attracted the attention of the daily 
papers, which came out the next day in leading arti- 
cles explaining the contest, and the part our school 
was taking to secure the prize. We mean business, 
and intend straining every nerve in order to win. 


i 
Getting Scholars to Talk 


By M. H. P. 


HERE is no difficulty about the little ones, nor 
those not long out of the primary department, 
nor even with the boys and girls of school life, 

—these will talk fast enough, rather needing to be 
checked than urged to express their small ideas ; but 
the older they are, the harder it usually is to get them 
to say what they think upon any point in the lesson. 

I have in mind a young men or women. 
You ask a question to bring out either knowledge or 
opinion on the subject Silence, eyes 
fixed on you. ‘* Now tell me what you think, or what 
you know, about this,’’ you say. Still silence, until 
you answer the question yourself, rather than let it 
continue, so that often the result is that the teacher 
gives a sort of lecture, interrupted now and then by 
unsuccessful efforts to obtain some sort of reply from 
the class. 

That such is the experience of many a Sunday- 
school teacher of adult scholars | believe to be true, 
except in cases where great license is allowed in the 
subjects whereof they talk, —which is, of course, likely 
to do away with the real object of Sunday-schooi 
teaching. 


class of 


before you. 
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The young man or woman w ho sits in a class Sun- 
day after Sunday, absorbing information and food for 
thought, but who never can summon courage to lift 
the voice to answer or ask a question, is by no means 
to be despised. Such there are in every class of 
older scholars, and Often their earnest faces and quiet, 
deep attention go far to cheer the teacher's heart with 
hope of good seed sown and future harvest borne. 

But it greatly helps a teacher, and, indeed, ani- 
mates the whole class, to have some, at least, of the 
members, willing and able to say what they think 
upon topics which arise in connection with the lesson. 

‘«} cannot make my girls talk !'’ was the troubled 
exclamation of a teacher to me lately. ‘* How can I 
do it?’’ was her following question. 

‘There are two or three things which seem to me 
helpful to this end. One is, not to keep the treat- 
ment of the lessen on so high a plane that the schol- 
ars cannot easily reach it, but bring it down often, if 
not all the time, within their sphere of life and ac- 
tion. If, from some point or phase of the subject, 
you can introduce practical, every-day truth, appeal 
ing to the common experience of those young people, 
touching their trials or their pleasures, I think you 
will find that they cannot help talking ; they will be 
eager to tell how the thing looks to them, or how it 
bears upon their daily lives. 

My own experience is—and | am glad to say that I 
have a talking class—that just as soon as their own 
world is in any way brought into discussion, or in- 
volved in principles laid down, some—not all—wilk 
at once wish to speak for that world, and see how far 
the principles will apply. 

Another thing is never to fail in encouraging timid 
answerers of questions. Efforts in this line are often 
checked just by the sound of one’s own voice, or by 
the fear of incorrect reply. Quick notice of any such 
hesitating effort, and approval of the answer as far as 
possible, will embolden the scholar to make the at- 
tempt again. 

But the great point, after all, is so thoroughly te 
interest the class that their minds will really take hold 
of the subject, and then, unconsciously, their tongues 
will be loosened. 


or Children 
At Home 


The March of the Tin Soldiers 


By Pearl Howard Campbell 


| gg: after the departure of the Marble Man, 
and in the pleasant summer time, the little 

Tin Soldier, who was really the Captain, began 
nightly to assemble his men and put them through 
the manual of arms. 

The nursery was rather lonely that summer, for the 
favorite of them all, little Alice, had gone away. No- 
body, not even the nursery clock, knew where she 
was. She had not gone to grandma's, nor the sea- 
shore, because the rest of the family were at home. 
It was certain that she was not coming back again, 
for the toys that the child had loved best were all Jaid 
away, and nurse cried when she looked at the little 
empty chair. 

The Nursery People all loved her dearly, and 
though the other children still played there, and the 
sunlight fell across the floor, they all felt that it would 
never be quite so jolly as when wee Alice played and 
romped among them. 

The Captain of the Tin Soldiers loved her more 
than any one else did ; for, though soldiers are boys’ 
playthings, Alice called them her Nursery Guards, 
and marched them up and down the room, Some- 
times, before she went to bed, she posted them before 
the door and at the windows, telling them, with a 
playful shake of her finger, not to det so much as a 









mouse come in. How well they kept their watch 
through the long night only the Nursery People 
knew. 


They were all so sad and dismal that they were 
quite glad when the Captain began to drill his com- 
pany. It kept them from thinking of the little girl 
they had loved and lost. 


Editor's Note.—In The Sunday Schoo! Times of August 3, 
tg01, there appeared a children's story entitled ‘‘ The Adven- 
tures of the Marbie Man.'’- This present story has to do with 
the same nursery from which the Marble Man came. 
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It is true there were enly ten soldiers besides the 
Captain, and this made only the tenth of a company. 
The Captain insisted that each man was as brave as a 
hundred, and he himself was equal to all the officers, 
and this made him a regiment. So he drilled them, 
night after night, until his ‘Fours right! fours 
left |'’ rang out so loudly that it is a wonder no one 
heard him. 

Sometimes his soldiers mutinied, saying they were 
tired of so much marching and counter-marching. 
Then the Captain would draw his sword, and look 
so fierce and bold when he shouted that he would 
bayonet the first man who deserted, that the whole 
company were ashamed, and meekly fell into the 
ranks again. 

One night he drew them all up in battle array. 
Then, bristling with importance, he stepped before 
them, and began to address them. 

‘‘Comrades,'’ he said, ‘‘and you, my nursery 
friends, learn for the first time the object of my many 
drills. We are going’''—-he paused impressively— 
**to search for little Alice."’ 

Then all the Nursery People leaned forward in 
interest. 

‘*When do you go ?"’ asked everybody at once. 

‘*To-night, said the Captain. 

‘* And if you find her?'’ they asked breathlessly 

‘If we find her, we shall either bring her back 
witl) us, or remain to guard her,’’ he answered. 

Then they all crowded around him. 

‘«'Take her our love,’’ they entreated. ‘‘ Tell her 
we miss her so,—our gentle little mistress."’ 

«Tell her that I have grown cracked and old 
waiting for the touch of her fairy fingers,'' said her 
Piano. 

‘« Tell her’’— « Tell her'’— There was a perfect 
clamor of voices as one after another of the child's 
playthings tried to express its emotion. Above them 
all rang sweet and clear the voice of the Paris doll : 

‘« She never played with me as she did with the rest 
of you, but I too loved her.’’ And she cried so bit- 
terly that her tears ruined her complexion. 

‘¢Dear friends,’’ the Captain began in a husky 
voice, ‘‘I shall certainly try to remember your mes- 
sages to our little mistress, especially yours, madam,"’ 
—to the Paris doll,—‘‘ for I never thought you had a 
heart like the rest of us."’ 

He drew up his men in twos, and placed himself at 
the head. 

‘«Forward, march !'’ he shouted. And soon they 
were out of sight of the Nursery People. 

Through the long hall and down the stairs where 
the Marble Man had rolled before filed the little 
company. Out through the street door to the broad 
veranda they marched, and there they halted. A 
Rosebush that Alice had loved grew at one side, and 
the Captain spoke to it. 

‘« Dear Rose, have you seen our little Alice ? 
go in search of her,—I and my men."’ 

And the Rosebush answered : 

‘*1 climbed to her window when she came no 
longer to gather my buds, and saw her lying, all 
white and still, in a tiny casket. I saw them bring 
her forth and bear her away,—where, | cannot tell.'’ 
And the Rose sighed wearily. 

‘«Courage, my men,’ said the Captain, ‘‘we yet 
shall find her.’’ 

And on and on down the streets, till the Captain 
stopped in thought. 

‘« Dullard that I am,'’ he said, ‘‘1 will ask the Star 
that shone in at the nursery window. Star, bright 
Star,"’ he called, ‘*do you know where my little mis- 
tress is ?"’ 

And the Star shone down kindly, and said : 


We 


‘* Follow my light, 
And I'll guide you aright.’’ 


So through the shady streets of the city they fol- 
lowed the gleam of the Star until they came to the 
City of Rest, and passed in at the gate. Down the 
quiet avenues they marched, and at last they came to 
a tiny mound where a marble angel watched. 

‘« Alice is sleeping there,’’ said the Star sadly. 


And above they read the words, ‘‘Our Little 
Alice." The Captain placed himself at the head, 
and all the soldiers ranged themselves about the 


mound as if the child herself had waked from her 
deep sleep and scattered them there. The grown 
people who found them thought that the children 
must have taken them to the grave and forgotten to 
bring them back. Only the Nursery People knew of 
the night march of the Tin Soldiers, who stayed and 
guarded the resting-place of their little mistress until 
they rusted away. 
EVANSVILLE, Wis. 
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Power that Transforms Life 

What a power Jesus Christ exercises over a life 
that has admitted him through faith! How he re- 
verses the aims, elevates the thoughts, purifies the 
passions, ennobles the relations, and glorifies the 
hopes of life! Paul found his life so absorbed in 
the Christ life that he exclaimed, ‘‘I live. and yet 
no longer I, but Christ liveth in me,’’ and ‘‘ for me 
to live is Christ."’ There is power in precept ; 
there is greater power in imitation, and still greater 
in social intercourse. But the transfiguring influence 
of Jesus Christ is not that of one person acting on 
another through external means, it is a spiri ual 
union more intimate than any other. ‘‘ He that is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit.”’ 


ya 
Repudiating Debts at Our Peril 


In the hour of our need we have made promises to 
God. Where are they? In moments when we had a 
vision of the glory of the cross we pledged our ser- 
vice and our lives to our Master. Have we paid our 
vows ? God is not a money-lender who insists on the 
letter of his bond, nor a vindictive God who wreaks 
revenge if you withhold his sacrifice. And yet he 
holds us to our pledges, —for those hours are often the 
high tides of our lives, in which our souls are stirred 
to their depths, and in which the eterral meaning 
of life emerges from the fog of worldliness like an 
Alpine peak through the clouds. Therefore the vows 
we make then register our highest perception of duty. 
To drop below that mark is to repudiate the clearest 
light we have had, and we do it at peril to our souls. 


A 


Inferiority 


HAT is an angel? What is an angel at his 
best? There are certain well-defined ideas as 
to this order of beings, ideas that are preva- 

lent among children and artists, and even among 
prominent theologians ; but the question is, are these 
ideas intelligently based, and is there any ground, in 
the Bible teachings, for supposing that they are rea- 
sonably accurate ? 

The children sing heartily—as heartily as if there 
were sense in the words—about angels : 


**T want to be an angel, 
And with the angels stand. 
A crown upon my forehead, 
And a harp within my hand."’ 


Dante and Milton and Raphael and Murillo and Doré, 
and other artists, modern or ancient, have pictured 
angels with wings and harps and other instruments, thus 
giving some reason for the children'ssong. But as to 
authoritative statements concerning angels, the Bible 
text is more trustworthy than either children or artists, 
and this it is that makes confusion when the Bible 
text is examined even with the aid of eminent com- 
mentators. 

Many of our ideas concerning angels have come 
from Jewish Talmudic writings and from the writings 
of Muhammadans, yet we would hardly claim that 
these were to be held, as an authority, in comparison 
with the Bible record, for a Christian's guidance. 
Yet we quote, as if authoritatively, some of these non- 
Christian writings about angels as freely as we do 
Milton and Dante. 

Among learned commentators, Hooker, —‘‘ the ju- 
dicious Hooker,’’—a divine of whom Hallam the his- 
torian and critic says that he is the finest as well as 
the most philosophical writer of the Elizabethan 
period, declares, as if authoritatively, that angels 
‘‘are spirits, immaterial and intellectual, the glorious 
inhabitants of those sacred palaces, where nothing 
but light and blessed immortality, .. . all joy, tran- 
quility, and peace, even forever, doth dwell. As, in 
numbers, they are huge, mighty, and royal armies, so 
likewise [are they] in perfection of obedience unto 
that law which the Highest, whom they adore, love, 
and imitate, hath imposed upon them. . . . Behold- 
ing the face of God, they adore him ; being rapt with 
love of his beauty, they cleave unto him ; desiring to 





Coming Out from the World 


Being not of the world is not so much a matter 


of places and things as a matter of spirit Two men 
are in the same business, banking or manufacturing, — 
the one gets money by it without thought of others, 
and uses the money he gets by it without thought of 
others ; the other engages in tie same operations, 
but consideration for others enters into all his ways of 
production and of dispersion. The one is worldly, the 
other has come apart from the ways of the world. 
The separateness of the Christian life is a separate- 
ness of conscientiousness, it is a separateness of un- 
selfishness. So in all things—amusements, labors, 
acquisitiens—it is not only and altogether the things 
that we allow ourselves to do, it is as well the spirit 
in which we do them, that counts in the divine judg- 
ment as to whether we are serving God or mammon. 


=< 





God’s Way Best 


Life's highest, hardest lesson is trust. When we 
have learned that, blessed are we. Happiness comes 
when we have what pleases us, but blessedness—finer 
and deeper than happiness—comes when we rejoice 
in what we have, being confident that God's goodness 
is in it all. God never hangs a scarf of cloud up in 
the sky but he drapes it beautifully ; God never 
strikes a harp amongst the fir-trees with the fingers of 
the wind but he does so harmoniously ; and a life, — 
God never so places or tunes it but that beautiful and 
harmonious possibilities are there. Our lesson is to 
have eyes that see, and ears that hear, and a heart 
that understands this wonderful working of our God. 


K— 


of Angels 


resemble him, they try to do good unto all creatures, 
and especially unto the children of men."’ 

And one of the standard modern dictionaries of the 
Bible says : ‘‘ By the word ‘angels’. . . we ordinarily 
understand a race of spiritual beings of a nature exalted 
far above that of man, although infinitely removed 
from that of God, whose office is to do him service in 
heaven, and by his appointment to succor and defend 
men on earth."’ 

Yet if we stop to examine closely the Bible record, 
we are likely to be surprised at finding how small a 
proportion of these popularly believed statements 
concerning angels have a substantial basis for their 
existence. 

To turn to the record of man's creation, who would 
ever be led to suppose that man was lower than the 
crowning work of God's handiwork ? Does God seem 
to say, ‘‘We have creatures approaching our own 
image, but we will now form some who are lower 
than the highest of these, and see what can be done 
with such''? That is not the record. The record 
is, ‘‘God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness’’ (Gen. 1 : 26),—not of a lower order than 
angels, but after the very likeness of God, and in 
God's very image. 

There were good angels and fallen angels at that 
time, but there is no record of any such interest on 
God's part in the fallen angels as there was in fallen 
man, when Jesus Christ came among men to save them. 
God's crowning work of creation was man. Angels 
were below that standard, and they have always re- 
mained there. 

The gospel and its messages are gifts of God in 
which we rejoice, and for which we are grateful, 
‘‘which things,’’ as Peter says, ‘‘ angels desire to 
look into’’ (1 Pet. 1:12). Does that seem to point 
to angels as if they were man’s superiors in either 
capability or possibilities? Is there anything in the 
Bible that would cause us to believe that angels are 
superior to the race created in God's own image, and 
in the form which God's own Son took upon himself 
in working out salvation? ‘* Know ye not,’’ said 
Paul, ‘‘ that we shall judge angels?’’ at the end of 
this age, ‘‘ how much more, things that pertain to this 
life ?’’ (1 Cor. 6:3.) Does that look as if angels 
were our superiors? ‘‘Are they not all ministering 
Spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them 
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that shall inherit salvation ?’’ (Heb. 1:14.) What 
reason have any to think angels superior to, or the 
equals of, redeemed saints ? 

In the first place, we are liable to be misled by the 
word ‘‘angel,’’ which does not mean what it seems 
to mean. We commonly think of an ‘angel’’ as 
the painter, or sculptor, or poet, has represented it ; 
and we take it for granted that the artist had some 
basis for his representation. At all events, we think 
of an ‘‘angel’’ as being a well-defined form, when 
we have no reason to think so. While we do not 
know exactly the form of an angel, we can be sure 
that an angel is not in any sense as the painter, or 
the sculptor, or the poet, or the ordinary commen- 
tator, has represented him. 

The word translated ‘‘angel,’’ or as transferred 
from the original, in the Bible text, means simply 
‘«messenger'’ or ‘‘agent.’’ If it had been uniformly 
translated thus, as it sometimes is, with no indication 
of its being a peculiar class of beings, as in 1 Sam- 
uel 19 : 20, Job 1:14, Luke 7: 24, 9: 52, and in 
scores of other places in the Old Testament and 
in the New, there would have been less confusion 
as to its meaning. Moreover, the word ‘* mes- 
senger,’’ or ‘‘agent,’’ or ‘‘representative,’’ would 
hardly have excited the imagination of artists to their 
present representation of angels. An angel, as the 
sible represents or speaks of an angel, is not only 
generally a man, or a being inferior to man, who is 
the crowning work of creation, but it is sometimes 
not an intelligent being, although sometimes it is 





Are Luther’s Bible and the 
King James Bible Much Changed ? 


It used to be said that we should outgrow the 
Bible as we gained in knowledge and increased in 
experience. There are, indeed, foolish souls who are 
still misled by such an idea as this. But the simple 
facts as they stand show the absurdity of such a 
claim. There have been more Bibles issued, in 
order to meet the demand for them, in the last cen- 
tury, than in all the centuries before. More persons 
now read and study the Bible, and are constantly 
helped by its teachings, than in any age since the 
days of Adam, and Noah, and Paul, and Columbus. 
No book is of so much interest to so many at the 
present day as different translations and editions of 
the Bible. Nor, indeed, have all other books com- 
bined so much interest to men as that book. Here is 
a letter from a valued Presbyterian clergyman in New 
Jersey, asking questions that illustrate this perennial 
interest in the Bible as a book : 


I know that a minister usually knows everything, but I met 
one recently who knew so much that I am moved to question 
his accuracy. I am a graduate of Bucknell University in 
Pennsylvania and of Princeton Seminary. I thought I had 
learned something about versions of the Bible, but I met an- 
other minister recently who is a graduate of institutions of 
much less reputation, but who professed to be better informed 
thanlam. We were talking of the versions of the German 
Bible im current use, and he said that the usual text now 
printed'was not that of Luther, even when it professed so to 
be. Now I am not a German scholar, at least to the extent 
that I could readily see verbal variations, and I could not offer 
any opinion in the matter. I merely said that this was new to 
me, as I had always supposed that there had been no revision 
of the German text since Luther. My informant then en- 
lightened me still farther by saying that within his recollection 
there had been certain changes of words in thé King James 
English Version. I demurred, but he insisted, and I did not 
press the matter. Who is right? Is, or is not, the current 
German and Authorized English each in the language liter- 
ally of the original translators? One more question. I have 
received a copy of a circular with specimen pages of the Twen- 
tieth Century New Testament. | am much struck with the 
mechanical work of the page. It strikes me as being the most 
sensible thing done in this line aside from Professor Moulton's 
**Modern Reader's Bible."” However, I was rather un- 
favorably impressed by the fact that the translation is said to 
be by ‘‘ twenty eminent scholars,’’ but none of them are men- 
tioned. Who is responsible for it ? 


The version of the German Bible published by the 
Bible Society and by German societies and firms is 
the final revision of Luther's translation, published 
in 1545, with modernized spelling and a very few 
variations, such as the insertion of the text as to the 
‘‘ three that bear witness in heaven"’ (1 Jon 5 : 7). 
There is a revision of this version, made by a com- 
mission of scholars selected by the Eisenach Annual 
Conference of the representatives of state churches of 
Germany, and this revision is now to be had in both 
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such. An angel, or a messenger, or an agent, of 
God, may be a pestilence, or a hurricance, or a flame, 
or other agency of destruction. Thus, as in Psalm 
104, where Goua's angels are spirits, and his ministers 
are a flaming fire. As the term ‘‘angel’’ is always 
a figure of speech, and never a closely defining term, 
there is some reason for our misunderstanding it. Of 
course, if God would send a message from the spirit 
world to man, God would select what seemed like 
man, as man could not perceive a spirit. But that 
would not show what was the ordinary form or per- 
sonality of an angel. 

Perhaps the figurative language of the closing book 
of the New Testament is responsible for much of the 
popular misrepresentations of angels as they are. 
Yet no intelligent reader supposes that the figures of 
speech in Revelation are to be taken literally. And the 
Jewish Talmudic literature has undoubtedly largely 
influenced our Christian thought, and often for harm. 

Of one thing we may be sure, neither the Old Tes- 
tament nor the New gives us to understand that angels 
are the equals of human beings formed in the image 
and likeness of God, or that they will ever have the 
spiritual privileges and power of those who are re- 
deemed in Christ. 

It is true that the word ‘‘angel’’ is sometimes 
employed in the Bible, when the context would indi- 
cate that it refers to the Christ. In such cases, of 
course the angel is of an order vastly superior to man, 
but that superiority is in the One who is the messen- 
ger, not in his being a messenger, or an angel. 








Germany and America, but it has by no means dis- 
placed Luther’s unrevised version in the affections of 
the people. The New ‘Testament was issued in 
1870, and the Old Testament in 1884. The revision 
was made with scrupulous care to preserve the literary 
and linguistic character of Luther's version, no word 
being admitted that is not found in Luther's writings. 
Phrases hallowed by devotional usage are left un- 
touched. No alteration was made except by the 
unanimous consent of the whole commission. Before 
its final publication, it was issued in specimen ( frode) 
parts, that suggestions might be had from all quarters. 
The alterations amount to thousands, but they leave 
in the text a large number of words long obsolete, and 
to most readers unintelligible, and they fall far short 
of the number needed to transform Luther's version 
into an exact and scholarly reproduction of the 
original, But even under these restrictions the ver- 
sion is unsatisfactory to the conservatives. It is re- 
jected by the Missouri Lutherans, for instance, on 
the ground that it tends to eliminate Christ from the 
Old Testament. 

The text of what is called the ‘‘ Authorized Ver- 
sion’’ is substantially that of the Bible published 
in 1611 by King James's revisers. As that text has 
been reprinted, letter for letter, by the University of 
Oxford in modern times, it is easy to ascertain the 
identity of the two. Through printers’ blunders, 
such as transform ‘‘shamefastness’’ into ‘‘ shame- 
facedness’’ in 1 Timothy 2:9, the text of 1611 was 
in danger of being lost ; but that University had it 
carefully revised by the original issue for its editions, 
and the Bible Society and other publishers of Bibles 
have followed its editions. The chief change has 
been in modernizing the spelling. The only impor- 
tant attempt at a farther revision of the text before 
that undertaken by English and American scholars at 
the instance of the Convocation of Canterbury, and 
published in 1881-1884, was made by the American 
Bible Society in 1851. This did not alter the wording 
ot the text, but it removed palpable blunders in the 
use of capitals, italics, and punctuation ; it conformed 
the New Testament spelling of proper names to that 
of the Old Testament, and eliminated from the sum- 
maries at the head of the chapters what were practi- 
cally comment on the meaning of the text. Even 
this was too much for our conservatives, and in 1856 
the Society withdrew its revised text, and returned 
to that of the University. The Editor knows of no 
changes of words that have been made in ‘ King 
James's Version’ within the recollection of any liv- 
ing man. 

As to the eminent scholars who are engaged in pre- 
paring the ‘‘ Twentieth Century New Testament,"’ 
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their names have not been made public by the pub- 
lishers of that work. 
mas 


Is the Lord’s Supper 
the Christian Passover ? 

It is not an uncommon error to suppose that the 
Lord’s Supper is the Christian Passover, and that 
Jesus instituted the rite of Communion with bread 
and wine asa substitute for the Jewish Passover. 
With this error there naturally come other errors. 
Thus a Pennsylvania correspondent : 


Some months ago, when the institution of the Lord's Supper 
was the subject under consideration in the writer's Bible class, 
the question arose, ‘‘ Why is the Lord's Supper not celebrated 
at the same season of the year the Jews kept the Passover, 
and why should it be celebrated at any other time? Since 
then I have given the matter considerable thought and some 
investigation, and I have concluded to ask ‘The Sunday Schoo! 
Times for its views. The Lord’s Supper, as I understand, was 
instituted by our Saviour to take the place of the Passover feast. 
Christ and his disc iples had just eaten the Passover, and at the 
conclusion of the feast he instituted the supper which thereaften 
was to take its place, and to be kept in its stead, in the New ‘Tes- 
tament dispensation. ‘The former was typical of the latter, and 
if a type, why should the antitype be observed oftener as 
a memorial service than the type itself was observed? ‘The 
command was given by Moses to the commonwealth of Israel, 
the Old Testament church, to keep the Passover at each anni- 
‘versary of its institution, and they were commanded to teach 
their children the meaning of the service. 

Now, if the Lord's Supper was instituted to take the place 
of the Passover in the New ‘lestament church, and is to be 
kept and observed as a memorial service, why should not the 
time of its observance be as certain and fixed as was the 
Passover? Being a memorial service, it certainly was not in- 
tended it should be left to the whim of each congregation to 
determine when and how often it would keep it, any more than 
the Passover was left to the whim of each Jewish synagogue. 
And that is just the way the Lord's Supper is celebrated in the 
Christian churches. 


But the Lord’s Supper was not instituted as a 
Christian substitute for the Jewish Passover. ‘The 
Passover was an ancient rite of sacred covenanting 
at the time the Lord gave it a new meaning, when 
the Hebrews were to leave Egypt. After the Pass- 
over of which his disciples partook in the upper room 
in Jerusalem, Jesus gave a new meaning to another 
rite that was certainly a well-known one as long be- 
fore as Abraham's day (Gen. 14: 18). That rite was 
originally the covenanting by sharing flesh and blood, 
—bread being flesh, and wine being blood. This was 
known in all lands from the earliest times. Jesus, in 
giving anew meaning to this old covenant, said of 
the bread, ‘‘ Take, eat ; this is my body,’’ and of the 
cup, ‘‘ This is my blood of the covenant,’’ or, as an- 
other Gospel has it, ‘‘ This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood which is poured out for you.'’ None of the 
disciples seemed to understand that this was a sub- 
‘stitute for the Passover, but they did accept it as the 
new blood-covenant. Thus they observed it at least 
every Lord’s Day. If we count the Lord’s Supper a 
substitute for the Jewish Passover, to be observed 
only once a year, we fail of gaining the good from it 
as the new and Christ-approved method of observing 
the blood-covenant, by which we can gain new life 
as often as we partake of this sacrament. 

And here comes an lowa sister who is disturbed by 
another thought in connection with a similar error, 
She says : 

I would like to ask a question, which you will please an- 
swer in Notes on Open Letters. Why do we use leavened or 
light bread in taking of the Lord's Supper? Protestant Chris- 
tians, both ministers and people, have fallen into a bad habit 
in this matter. Has not this come about through indifference 
to ceremonies ? To me the figure is much marred by using leav- 
ened bread to typify Christ's body. I think, also, that we use 
leavened bread as a matter of convenience. Since studying 
the lesson for December 15 I feel reluctant to participate in a 
communion service where leavened bread is used. I taught 
this lesson twice on last Sunday, and became very much im- 
pressed on the point of inquiry here mentioned. 

The Jewish Feast of Passover was observed in con- 
nection with the Feast of First Fruits and with the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. There was a peculiar 
significance in the use of unleavened bread at ‘hat 
feast, and no other bread was at that time to be had. 
Jesus took of the bread that was before him, and 
made use of that when he instituted the Lord's Sup- 
per. But he did not say that only unleavened bread 
should be used whenever the Lord's Supper should 
be celebrated. When his disciples observed the 
Lord’s Supper every week, or oftener, we have no 
reason for believing that they used only unleavened 
bread. The bread with which Abraham observed 
the feast, or sacrament, of which the Lord's Supper 
was a new form, was apparently not unleavened bread. 
The true significance of the Lord's Supper as the new 
covenant can be manifested aright with ordinary 
bread, and the use of unleavened bread will not in 
itself secure a right spirit to the observer. We should 
understand why we observe that sacrament, and then 
observe it accordingly. 
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Lesson 6. February 9. The Sin of Lying 


Acts 4: 32 to 5: Il. 


(Read James 3.) Memory verses: 3-5 





Golden Text: Wherefore, putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor.—Eph. 4 : 25 


COMMON VERSION 


32 And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul: neither 
sail any of them that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but they had 
all things common. 

33 And with great power gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus : 
and great grace was upon them all. 

34 Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: for as many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, 

35 And laid ¢4em down at the apostles’ feet : 
and distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need. 

36 And J6’sés, who by the apostles was sur- 
named Bar'na-bas, (which is, being inter- 
preted, The son of consolation, ) a Levite, amd 
of the country of Cy’prus, 

37 Having land, sold 7/4, and brought the 
moncy, and laid #¢ at the apostles’ feet. 

s : 1 But a certain man named An-a-ni’as, 
with Sap-phi’ra his wife, sold a possession, 

\ud kept back part of the price, his wife 
also being privy fo i¢, and brought a certain 
part. and laid 7¢ at the apostles’ feet. 

3 But Peter said, An-a-ni’as, why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and 
to keep back part of the price of the land ? 

4 While it remained, was it not thine own? 


Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1902 


8. January, 5. -The Promise of Power re 
2. January 12.—The Promise of Power Fulfilled . 
3. January 19.—The Early Christian Church . 

q. January 26.—The Lame Man Healed 

5. February 2 he First Persecution . 

6. February 9.—The Sin of Lying 

7. February 16.—The Second Persecution . 

8. February 23.—The Arrest of Stephen . 

9g. March 2.—The Stoning of Stephen 

so. March 9.—The Disciples Scattered 


a1. March 16.—The Ethiopian Converted . 


a2. March 23.—Temperance Lesson 
{ Review 


. Marck 
83- March 30 { Or, Easter Lesson 


Acts 4: 32tos5:u1 


AMERICAN REVISION 


32 And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and soul: and not one of 
them said that aught of the things which he 
possessed was his own ; but they had all things 
common. 33 And with great power gave the 
apostles their witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus!: and great grace was upon them 
all. 34 For neither was there among them 
any that lacked : for as many as were posses- 
sors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, 35 and 
laid them at the apostles’ feer: and distribu- 
tion was made unto each, avcording as any 
one had need. 

36 And Joseph, who by the apostles was 
surnamed Barnabas (which is, being inter- 
preted, Son of ?exhortation), a Levite, a man 
of Cyprus by race, 37 having a field, sold it, 
and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. 

5 :1 but a certain man Ananias, 
with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 
2 and kept back far? of the price, his wife also 
being privy to it, and brought a certain part, 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet 3 But Peter 
said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart 
to Slie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back 


named 


& 
* 


COMMON VERSION 


and after it was sold, was it not in thine own 
power? why hast thou conceived this thing in 
thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but 
unto God. 

5 And An-a-ni’as hearing these words fell 
down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear 
came on all them that heard these things. 

6 And the young men arose, wound him up, 
and carried Aim out, and buried Aim. 

7 And it was about the space of three hours 
after, when his wife, not knowing what was 
done, came in. 

8 And Peter answerea unto her, Tell 
whether ye sold the la'.d for so much? 
she said, Yea, for so much. 

9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that 
ye have agreed together to tem >t the Spirit of 
the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have 
buried thy husband ave at the door, and shall 
carry thee out. 

10 Then fell she down straightway at his 
feet, and yielded up the ghost : and the young 
men came in, and found her dead, and, carry- 
ing her forth, buried Aer by her husband. 

11 And great fear came upon all the church, 
and upon as many as heard these things. 


me 
And 


1 Some ancient authorities add Christ. 
3-7, inthe Gr. * Or, deceive * Gr. younger. 


2 Or, 
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. Acts t : 1-14 
. Acts 2 : 1-21 

. Acts 2: 37-47 
Acts 3 : 1-16 


. Acts 4: 1-22 


Acts 5 : 25-42 

. Acts 6: 1-15 
Acts 7:54to8:2 
. Acts 8 : 3-17 

. Acts 8 : 26-40 
Eph. 5: 11-21 
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John 20: 





phira probably 
believers, 
limre.—The 
35 probably ce 
used indicates, 


Verse 332.— 


34, 35 (comp. 
Verse 33. 











msolation 


thought, feeling, and purpose. 
wider sense than in modern usage, and ‘‘soul’’ a more 
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part of the price of the land? 4 While it re- 
mained, did it not remain thine own? and 
after it was sold, was it not in thy power? 
How is it that thou hast conceived this thing 
in thy heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but 


unto God. 5 And Ananias hearing these 
words fell down and gave up the ghost: and 
great fear came upon all that heard it. 6 And 


the * young men arose and wrapped him round, 
and they carried him out and buried him. 

7 And it was about the space of three hours 
after, when his wife, not knowing what was 
done, came in. 8 And Peter answered unto 
her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so 
much. And she said, Yea, forsomuch. g But 
Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have 
agreed together to try the Spirit of the Lord? 
behold, the feet of them that have buried thy 
husband are at the door, and they shall carry 
thee out. to And she fell down immediately 
at his feet, and gave up the ghost: and the 
young men came in and found her dead, and 
they carried her out and buried her by her 
husband. 11 And great fear came upon the 
whole church, and upon all that heard these 
things. 


See Lk. 2. 25; ch. g. 3s; 15. 323 2 Cor. 1. 


1W1, by Thomas Neleon and Jone 


occurred at the usual meeting-place of the 


re is no indication of the date, Verses 32- 
over a period of some length, as the tense 


4 
Critical Notes 
Were of one heart and soul; United in 


The term ‘* heart ’’ has a 


restricted one. The correct reading binds them very 
closely.— Said: Indicating how they regarded their prop- 
erty.—Had all things common: As described in verses 


2: 44, 45). 


The Lord Jesus; Slightly better attested than 
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Dangers without are less to be feared than diseases within, 
‘ 


‘age! 


International Home Readings 


MON Acts 4:32to5:11. ‘The sin of lying. 
‘TUES.—2 Kings 5 : 20-27. Swift punishment. 
WeEb.—Jer. 9: 1-t1, God's anger. 
THURS.—Psa. 52. ‘The deceitful tongue. 
FRI.—Jas. 3: 1-10. The false tongue. 
SAT.— Prov. 19: 1-9 Che penalty. 
SUN.— Prov, 12:1 lhe contrast. 


(These Home Readings arc tl 


the 
Bible Reading Association.) 


ctions of International 


« 
- 


Satan can fill the heart through a very small opening. 
ue 
The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
Two Kinds of Giving in the Early Church 


I. TRUE GIVING. 
1. Under Influence of the Spirit : 
All filled with the Holy Spirit (4 : 31). 
Great grice was upon them all (4 : 33) 
Your bo temnle of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6 : 19). 
2. From Brotherly Love : 


Of one heart and soui (4 : 32) 
New commandment love one another (John 13 ; 34). 
Walk in love, even as Christ also (Eph. 5 : 2) 


3- in Recognition of Stewardship : 

Not one... satd that aught was his own (4: 32). 
Ye are not your own ;. . . glorify God (1 Cor. 6: 19, 20 
None of us liveth to himself (Rom. 14:7, 8). 








4- In a Voluntary Spirit: 


Brought the prices... laid them (4 : 34, 
God loveth a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9 : 7). 
Do good. . . ready to distribute (1 ‘lim. 6: 17, 18) 

5. With Liberality : 

Barnabas... having a field, sold it (4 : 36, 37). 

Being enriched . . . unto all liberality (2 Cor. 9: 10, ©). 
Abound in this grace also (2 Cor. 8 : 7). 


35) 


Il. FALSE GIVING, 
1. Prom Love of Praise : 

Buta certain man named Ananias (5: 1). 

They loved the glory ... of men (John 12 : 43) 
Praise is not of men, but of God (Rom. 2: 29) 
2. In Spirit of Covetousness : 

Kept back part of the price (5: 2). 

Greedy of gain, troubleth his own house (Prov. 15 : 27). 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon ( Matt. 6 : 24). 
3- In Hypocrisy toward God: 

How... thou hast conceived this thing ? (5 : 4.) 
With their mouth. . . do honor me (Isa. 29 : 13). 
Hypocrisy of men that speak lies (1 ‘lim. 4 : 2) 

4- With Falsehood to Men: 

She said, Yea, for so much (5:7, 8) 

Putting away falsehood, speak truth (Eph. q . 25). 
Lie not one to another (Col. 3 : 9). 
5. Under the Wrath of God: 

Fell down and gave up the ghost (5:5). 

She fell down immediately (5 :.9, 10). 

All liars, their part . in the lake (Rev. 21 : 8). 


‘dp 


Lesson Surrysundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
green EvENtTs.—The two apostles, having 


been released, rejoined their associates. After com- 
mon supplication to God, an outward sign of answer 
was given to them all. 


PLace.—Jerusalem. ‘The death of Ananias and Sap- 





the marginal reading. 
than favor with men 

Verse 34.—/07 
‘great grace.’’ 

‘or as many as 
Sold : 
arose, 

Verse 35.—Ar ‘he apostles’ feet: A new detail, This 
probably took place in the religious assemblies, — Distrtbu- 
tion was made. By the apostles (see chap. 6: 2). 

Verse 36. /oseph: Better attested than ‘* Joses,’’— 
Barnabas ; Vhis case is described, probably from the sub- 
sequent prominence of the man.—Son of exhortation » Or, 
‘*consolation.’’ ‘The word is used in both senses; the 
former is preferable here.—A man of Cyprus by race: 
A Grecian Jew, or Hellenist (6: 1). 

Verse 37.—A field: The Grecian Jews often had prop- 
erty in Palestine. The this verse describe the 
single acts in this case. 


-Great grace ; God's grace rather 
neither: Wllustrating the presence of 
The Authorized Version ignores ‘‘ for.’’ 

Giving the reason no one lacked.— 
This was habitually done, from time to time, as need 


tenses in 


Acts 5: 1.—-The division of chapters is unfortunate ; 
verses I-11 are closely connected with what precedes,— 
Ananias: A Hebrew name, meaning either ‘** Jehovah 
pities,’’ or ** Jehovah covers.’’—Sapphira: Equivalent to 


**comely,’’ not from the Greek 
ston» Land (see vs. 3, 8). 

Verse 2.—Acft back part of the price 
loined of the price,”’ 
Probably the smaller part. 

Verse 3.—Satan filled thy heart: Equivalent to ** soul,"’ 
in the modern The keeping back may have been 
revealed to Peter, but, in any case, Satan prompted Ananias 
to lic to the Llody Spirit, whom the apostles virtually repre- 
sented. 

Verse 4.—-Did 1 not remain thin: ron? So the Greek, 
indicating that the community of goods was voluntary, a 
thought repeated in the 1. ext clause.—//ow is tt that: The 
same phrase as in verse 9 

Verse 5.—//eard tt; “ \ nese things ’’ is pocrly attested ; 
probably taken from verse 11. ‘Those hearing, in the lat 
ter instance, inciude a wider circle. 

Verse 6.—The young men: (iterally, ** younger 
Probably those present, and not a distinct class in contrast 
with ‘* elders.’ Wrapped him round: Either wrapped 


‘* sapphire.’’—A posses- 
Literally, ‘* pur- 


So in A certain part: 


verse 3. 
An acted lie. 


sense, 
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about him his outer garment, or, as the literal sense sug 
gests, pressed together his outstretched limbs, so as to 
carry him to burial. 

Verse 7 shows that the death of Sapphira ocx urred in the 
same place as that of her husband. 

Verse 8.— Peter answered: Either her look or her salu 
tation. — Vea, for so much Hers was a spoken lie. 

Verse 9.—Agreed together. An aggravation of the crime 

7o try. Sothe American Revisers in all such references 
to God. The deception would test whether the Spirit of 
the Lord would punish.—‘Sha// carry thee out* ‘ Shall”’ 
(the simple future) does not imply a sentence, but a pre- 
diction. 

Verse 10.—/mmediately: Not the term usually ren- 


dered ‘‘straightway.’’—Gave up the ghost: The same 
term as in verse 5.— Young men. The same persons men 


tioned in verse 6, though the term is not exactly the same. 
Verse 11.— Zhe whole church: More exact than ‘‘all 
the church.’’ This is the first time ‘* church ’’ occurs in 
the Acts.—A// that heard these things’ A wider circle 
outside the church fellowship. 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 








Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


- EITHER Saip ANY OF THEM THAT AUGHT OF THE 
‘THINGS WHICH HE POSSESSED WAS HIS Own ”’ 
(v. 32).—The sect of the Essenes which existed 


before our era held that the property of individuals was for 
the benefit of the whole order, as such, and to-day we often 
hear friends say to one another, ‘* When you are present, I 
own nothing. I and mine are thine, the house [my house] 


<0 


Rooting 


By Alexander 


NANIAS means “ Jehovah is gracious ;'’ Sapphira, 
A either ‘‘ a sapphire ’’ or ‘* beautiful,’’ lovely names, 
sharply contrasting with the real characters of the 
wretched pair! ‘Their sin was the first poisonous mist that 
dimmed the golden dawn of the church, affd it was there- 
fore the greater, and its punishment had to be the more 
exemplary and immediate. Our eyes do not distinguish 
tares from wheat till both are well grown, and our hands 
are not to root out the tares, but the Lord of the harvest 
knows them as soon as they begin to grow, and has the 
right to purge his field as well as his floor, The great 
Shepherd is showing himself to be the good shepherd when 
he takes away diseased sheep that would infect the flock. 
The first hypocrite in the church was thus sharply dealt 
with because he was the first; and it is false sentimental- 
ism, not remote from feeble moral earnestness, which 
recoils from the severity of the retribution that fell on 
Ananias and Sapphira. 

Che couple were one in the initial sin, but were dealt 
with separately, each repeating the concerted lie, each hav- 
ing the ** place of repentance ’’ open to them, each per- 
sisting in sin, and each bearing its penalty alone. Every 
man has to bear his own burden, and though there may be 
joining hand in hand to do evil, even husband and wife have 
to ‘* dree their wierd ’’ apart. ‘‘ If thou art wise, thou shalt 
be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt 
bear it.’’ The solitude of responsibility and retribution is 
the most awful wilderness. 

One can fancy Ananias coming in with an air of conscious 
generosity, and expecting praise from Peter, and smiles of 
approbation from the brethren, as he laid the money at 
Peter’s feet. And one can fancy the surprise of the assem- 
bly, and the collapse of the complacent hypocrite, at Peter’s 


abrupt and stern question. There was no need to ask 
Ananias if he had brought all the price of his land, for that 
was implied in all such gifts. The apostle knew without 


asking that, in this case, the implication was a lie, and so 
he overwhelmed the amazed sinner with a fiery torrent in- 
stead of the honeyed flow of thanks that he waited for. 
We must note the apostle’s vehement designation of the 
crime as being a ‘‘ lie to the Holy Ghost,’’ and not ‘* unto 
men, but unto God,’’ The great inference from his words as 
to the personality and divinity of the Holy Spirit can only 
be mentioned now. The other point to be noted is that the 
heightening of the guilt beyond that of an ordinary lie was 
that it was in a special way told to the Spirit. Of course, 
there is a sense in which lies, like all sins, have all a refer- 
ence to God, but how was Ananias’s lie thus peculiarly 
directed to him? Because that Spirit was present in the 
church, and, as has just been said (chap. 4: 31), was fill- 
ing all its members, and because the money was directly 
given to him when laid at the apostle’s feet. The lie had 
other aggravations, for it was told in order to gain credit 
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is thine. However, all that we understand by this 1s that 
the person addressed is heartily welcome to anything for 
his present needs. 

‘AT THE ApostLes’ Fret.’’—I have seen distinguished 
ecclesiastics and military or civil officers sit on a cushion 
on the floor, barefooted, while presents, or even children 
were placed at their feet. By ‘* at their feet,’’ however. 
we understand ‘‘ entirely at their disposal.’’ 

‘*“SoLD A POSSESSION, AND Kepr BACK PART OF THE 
PRICE’’ (vs. 1, 2).—I know to-day persons suffering posi 
tive want, which they endure, hoping against hope, rather 
than sell a property and ease their circumstances by the 
price, so averse are Orientals to parting with possessions 
(1 Kings 21 : 4; Lev. 25 : 23, 24). Therefore, from our 
standpoint, the sacrifice which those Christians made in 
selling their possessions is unusually great; but our own 
pity—some would say contempt—for those who kept back 
part of the price is also great, for they performed the greater 
and failed in the less, as money in the East is less precious 
than property. 

‘¢THou Hast nor LIED UNTO MEN, BUT UNTO GoD,’ 
—There had been a time when Peter himself failed to re- 
alize this truth. Alas! Orientals, with some others, have 
not realized it to this day. We have, in the East, a 
species of most curious lying, which does not seem to con- 
template any deception, and yet it is lying. For example, 
we know that an acquaintance has had a dangerous surgi- 
cal operation, and we go or send to the door to inquire 
about his condition, and we shall be told, ‘‘ A//ah ye 
salamak”’ (** He is well’’), when the fact is that he is not 
better at all, and may be dying. Another kind of lying, 
where probably no deception is meant, is that at weddings 
it is customary for each guest to donate a gift in money to 
the bride and bridegroom. This is called sasoot, and 
the person who receives the sum on behalf of the bride 
announces it to the assembled public present as many times 
larger than it actually is. 

SCHWEIR, Mt. LEBANON, SYRIA. 
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The acceptability of our offerings depends, not on their 
amounts, but on our motives. 


on 


Up Tares 
McLaren, D.D. 


for sanctity and to steal unmerited regard; it was acted 
because Ananias did not trust Jesus enough to denude 
himself of a2/ his wealth, nor love him enough to conquer 
avarice. It indicated that he was parted by a deep gulf 
from the glowing self-sacrifice of the brethren. Has not 
Ananias his successors to-day, who do the very same thing 
under a slightly different guise? Are there no highly 
esteemed members of the church now who masquerade in 
the garb of self-sacrificing saints, and have seven devils 
under their cloaks? Is there no varnish of holiness over 
the rotten timber of selfishness ? And have we not all need 
to remember that the germs of all sin are in ourselves, and 
that whatever man has done we may do, if God’s grace 
does not keep us? 

We have to note, too, Peter’s strong assertion that there 
wus no compulsion exercised. Ananias need not have sold 
his land, nor need he have brought the proceeds to Peter. 
It was an unenjoined, unenforced outburst of the new life 
and new love that led the church to part with possessions. 
The blacker, therefore, was the sin of pretending to share 
in this outburst, presenting a fair outside of benevolence 
hiding a core of stony selfishness, The double source of 
the sin is very strikingly brought out in the two questions, 
‘* How is it that Satan hath filled thy heart ?’’ and ‘* How 
is it that thou hast conceived this thing in thy heart ?”’ 
Then the Satanic impulse could have been resisted, and it 
did not annihilate the man’s own act in ‘*‘ conceiving this 
thing.’’ Like his land, his crime was ‘‘his own,’’ and 
‘after it was ’’ suggested, it was still ‘‘in his own power,’’ 
The full responsibility lay on him: ‘* 7Zow hast ’’ lied. 

Peter did not kill Ananias. It is not clear that he ex- 
pected him to fall down and die. He branded the crime, 
he did not pronounce sentence. The sinner, who had lied 
not unto men, but unto God, was slain by God, not by 
men. We may say that he was slain by his own cons« ience, 
or that when Peter’s scathing word tore down the veil, and 
showed him the full hideousness of the thing that he had 
done, the sight killed him. That is the same thing as to 
say that God killed him. How swiftly the tragedy of a soul 
may be acted! Five minutes would be ample for the 
whole, from the self-satisfied, jaunty entrance, to the exit, 
wrapped ‘* round.,’’ 

It took three hours for them to finish the burial and get 
back. No doubt, they were passed in solemn, hushed 
awe; and what a thrill of pity and of horror would run 
through the silent assembly when the unhappy Sapphira 
came in, all unconscious, and expecting welcome and 
eulogium! She is questioned, for, without her word for 
it, her complicity would not have been certain. Perhaps 
the ill-omened money was still lying where her husband 
had laid it, and Peter may have pointed to it when he 
asked, ‘‘ For so much?’’ She may have wondered where 
Ananias was, but she had no hesitation in giving her fatal 
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answer. Clearly, then, she had not been forced into the 
sin. The question opened a door of hope for her, and even 
then, if she had repented, and made a clean breast of it, she 
might have been forgiven. But she ‘‘ knew not the time 
of her visitation,’’ and as she took on herself a full share in 
the sin, Peter now knew that she was thereby taking on 
her an equal share in the punishment. ** Ye have agreed 
together,’’ therefore ye must die, though not together, yet 
must be united in death as you were in sin. The narra- 
tive is awfully vivid in its intensity. We hear the tread of 
the returning young men, of which every one in the assem- 
bly, except that cowering woman, knew the meaning. We 
see the start with whic! she hears why she had not seen 
her husband there, we see her fall in collapse where he 
had fallen, with perhaps her head lying among the gold and 
silver which he had brought. We see the entrance of the 
young men, and their awed wonder at their new task. We 
follow them to the grave, and our hearts are touched as we 
read ‘* buried her by her husband.’’ So the hapless two 
‘‘in their deaths were not divided,’’ though each had to 
bear their own burden. 

‘*Great fear came upon the whole church,’’ as was in- 
tended by the sharp retribution. The story has not lost its 
force to-day. May it be laid to heart! 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, 
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There is no sympathy without sharing. 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


God's Estimate of Lying 


*T°HE church was just beginning. It must begin right. 
Pentecost showed its inspirability. Commonness ot 
bread during worship showed commonness of heart. 

The healing of the lame man showed the superb super- 

natural power that had come to one. The heroes’ endur- 

ance of persecution showed that it had come to all. 

Now comes a revelation of a proper ethical soul state, 
—a true relation between mental entities. 

One name of the Christ is ** The Truth.’’ Every ser- 
vant must be as his Lord. The Old Testament forbade 
lying as one of the seven great sins. As Achan was capi- 
tally punished for stealing in the early Jewish church, so 
Ananias must be in the early Christian church for lying. 

Teach: 1. He who lies is a coward toward men, and too 
brave toward God. He cannot face the truth with those 
who do not know it, but dares it with one who does, 

2. Lies are seen straight through by the One who has 
most interest in us, They are useless. Men lie not unto 
men, but unto the Holy Spirit (v. 3). 

3. Lies are Satan’s inspiration in men. He fills their 
hearts (v.3). He gives them his nature and view of things, 
as he did to Eve, and with like results. Satan’s principal 
name is Liar. 

4. No liar can ever be great except as a liar. He does 
not stand on the eternal foundations of truth. All great 
tides of power in the universe sweep along the lines of 
truth. Whoever works against them goes down. Ananias 
died quickly ; all others, more or less so. The wages of 
this sin is death. 

5. Why do men lie? Some do it to gain a personal 
end. ‘The end must be base, or the forces of truth would 
prevail. Some lie from force of habit. Who lies, and lies 
to hide it, makes ittwo, ‘Fhey pay the penalty of lying, 
being compelled to lie on. Some lie because it is their 
nature The bitter fountain sends forth bitter waters. 
Through hypocrisy they speak lies, being ‘‘ branded in their 
own conscience as with a hot iron.’ Che fountain must 
be sweetened, the nature changed. 

6. The remedy. Let the word of Christ, who is The 
Truth, dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spir 
itual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God, 

UNIVERSITY PARK, COLO, 
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Deception is the Devil’s master-key. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 
oe Aes back part,... brought... part, and laid it 


at the apostles’ feet (v. 2). You see the same 

disposition and the same sin in a thousand guises. 
One time a judge interrupted the testimony of an Irish 
witness with the stern question, ‘‘ Pat, are you telling the 
whole truth?’’ ‘* Yes, Your Honor, and a leetle the rise,’’ 
he replied, scratching his head ruminatively. It was a rare 
instance. We keep back a part of the truth, a part of our 
taxes, a part of our benevolences, a part of our service. I 
watched an immense negro who was breaking stone on 
the road. He struck blows that were just about the size of 
carpet-tacks. He was visibly ‘‘ keeping back ”’ part of his 
price. A man that holds back will drift back. What such 
people want is praise and credit for doing all when they 
only do part, and it leads to deception, falsehood, disgrace, 
if not death. 


His wife also being privy to it. Vt is hard doctrine that 
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‘*the partaker is as bad as the tniel, and that ‘* old dog 
Tray must be whipped for being in bad company.’ I re- 
member that it seemed monstrous and unjust to me when I 
was a little chap. But I have changed my mind. In the 
first place, Sapphira could have prevented Ananias from 
committing this sin if she had bitterly and determinedly 
gpposed it. I can imagine her setting her foot down, and, 
when he would not listen to reason, bringing him to terms 
by threatening to expose him. One boy in a school-yard 
could prevent a whole drove from doing wrong if he had the 
courage of his convictions. In the second place, Sapphira 
herself became corrupted by sharing the secret. First she 
was ashamed, then scared, then made brazen. And so it 
always works. Do not be ‘‘ privy’’ to any wrong. Wash 
your hands of it. Turn your back on it. Stand alone in 
your moral life. ‘*Go up into the tribunal of thy con- 
sciousness, and sit thyself before thyself,’’ said Augustine. 
Satan filled thy heart... . Thou hast conceived this thing 
in thy heart (vs. 3, 4). Consciously or unconsciously the 
narrator of this story has thrown up into view the fearful 
mystery of sin. Sometimes we seem to concoct it alone 
and unaided. We deliberately conceive it in our heart. 
We feel that we should do it if there were not another con- 
scious soul in the universe. But again it seems to rush 
upon us from some subterranean world. Some other spirit 
than our own appears to whisper it to us. We feel caught 
and swept along by some impulse breathed into us from the 
outside. ‘This it is that makes life so tragic. You may be 
innocent and well disposed, but the Ze7¢ Geist, the spirit of 
society or business, Satan, the Devil, whatever it is, seizes 
you and whirls you away. I will warrant you that Ana- 
nias could not have explained his sudden collapse without 
declaring that this awful something had thus, as it were, 
overpowered him. But mark this,—he still felt it to be his 
own deed. The comfort of blaming the Devil for our 
wrong doing is short-lived. The final testimony of reflec- 
tion, of consciousness, of the soul itself, is, ‘* Thou didst 
it!’’ ‘* Thou conceivedst this thing in thine own heart.” 
Great fear came upon all that heard it (v. 5). If the 
punishment of all sin followed so suddenly on the heels of 
each wrong doing, we should stand in such fear of breaking 
moral as we do of breaking physical laws. The terror of 
the latter lies in the fearful rapidity with which the blow of 
vengeance is struck. The other is long suspended, and we 
become bold and reckless. If it took twenty-five or fifty 
years, instead of five seconds, for a man to strike bottom 
after jumping Niagara, there would be as many fools to 
risk it as now defy retributive justice by lying, steal- 
ing, impurity, and other vices, It is easy to cry ‘* Who’s 
afraid?’’ when the executioner is out of sight in the dis- 
tance. But he is there all the same. 
Not knowing what was done (v. 7). Ay, there’s the 
rub! If there were no other danger in such connivance 
with wicked people there is always this one, that you can- 
not know ‘‘ what was done.’’ Some one will ‘* peach.’’ 
Some one will be indiscreet. Some one will talk in his 
sleep. Some one will be conscience-stricken, and con- 
fess. ZSooner or later something will happen to convict 
you. It always does. No sinner can beat Nature. She 
is always at work for discovery. Nature is a professional 
detective. Millions of eyes are watching for the fugitive 
from justice. To save his soul, he cannot know ‘ what is 
being done’’ in the dark, underground, out of sight. 
CINCINNATI, Oillo 
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No sin is halved by sharing it with another. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


OTE.—Variety is the spice of life, therefore vary your 
N method of review. At one time ask the question of 
the whole school. ‘Then, again, ask it of part of the 
school, designating the part (right or left, or Bible classes) 
before you ask the question. Then, again, ask the ques- 
tion of individuals, especiaily if it be somewhat hard. But 
be sure to gauge your individual to the intelli- 
gence of the person addressed. 
Review.— Name the 
son speaks. Name th 


question 


man and his wife of whom our les- 
apostle who is prominent in this 





A LIE, its 
SOURCE 
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MOTIVE , 


END 
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lesson. What had Ananias and his wife tried to do? Had 
they a right to keep back a partof the price? Yes. Then 
what was there wrong in their action? How did Peter 
know what they had done? (Ask this of some intelligent 











teacher.) On being convicted of his sin, what befell Ana- 
nias? Who came in soon after this? What did Peter 
ask of her? What reply did she make? Then what hap- 
pened? How did the whole church feel about these 


occurrences ? 


Application.—Now put down the words A Lie on the 
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board. Ask who it was that led Ananias to lie? Satan. 
Put down the word Source, and mark the arrow as given 
in the exercise below (this to show that all lies have their 
source from below). Why did Ananias lie? For his 
own selfish purposes. Yes, this too was base. Put down 
now the word Motive, and mark it also with an arrow. 
What does God’s Word say about all liars ? That they shall 
have their part in the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
stone. Now put down the word End, and mark it with 
an arrow, to show that the end of liars (unless they repent) 
is dreadful. 
New York CIty. 
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We can only use that which we are willing to lose. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old auu new editions of tic 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘‘A charge to keep | have. Psalm 145 : 17-21. 
‘* Nearer, my God, to thee.’’ (215 : 13-16. 312 : 13-16.) 
‘*T need thee eve ry hour."’ Psalm 37 : 3-9. 


‘* More love to thee, O Christ."’ (50 : 3-7, 76: 3-9.) 
‘* Blest be the tie that binds."’ Psalm 15 : 1-5 
‘* Weary of earth and laden with my (16: 1-4. 22: 1-4.) 
sin."’ Psalm 125 : I-5. 
** Jesus calls us o'er the tumult."’ (186: 1, 2. 271: 1-4.) 
‘“When I survey the wondrous Psalm 26: 1-7. 
cross."’ (35: 1-5. 54: 1-7.) 
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International Beginners’ Course 
Teaching Hints by George H. Archibald 


This lesson, which is No. 4 in the series as it is conducted 
for those who use ‘The Sunday School Times, is No. 21 in the 
one year's course of lessons as originally planned by the Les- 
son Committee. The course was begun in these columns |an- 
uary 4, 1902. ‘The entire list of lesson topics and selections will 
be mailed, for a 2-cent stamp, upon application to the Editor. 


For Sunday, February 9 


Lesson 21: The Boy Jesus in his Home (Luke 
2:39, 40, 51, 52). 


Theme for Lessons 18-21 : Babyhood and Boyhood 
of Jesus. 


Golden Text for Lessons 20 and 21: Children, obey 
your parents.—Eph. 6: 1. 


Result Sought : 


Obedience to parents. 
1. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY, 


Once upon a time, there lived in the woods just back of 
the farmhouse a family of rabbits. There was the father 
rabbit, and the mother rabbit, and five dear little fluffy 
white rabbits with pink eyes. What lovely times they all 
had together! As they grew older, they ran and jumped 
and played. Mother and father rabbit taught them how to 
jump high in the air, and also how to play hide-and-seek 
with one another. But this family of rabbits had some 
enemies who lived near them. There was an old red fox, 
who was fond of rabbits for dinner, and there was the far- 
mer’s dog, who loved to chase rabbits, and whenever he came 
near they all had to scamper as quickly as they could into 
the deep hole in the ground where they lived. Sometimes 
the old fox would creep up so slyly that even mother rabbit 
herself scarcely heard him. Whenever she did, she used 
to thump her foot down hard on the ground, which meant 
to the little rabbits, ‘‘ Run, run! the fox is near!’’ Then 
all the rabbits would run without a moment’s delay. One 
day, however, Master Clover, the biggest and strongest of 
all the five, hearing the mother rabbit thump, said to him- 
self: ‘‘I1’m not going to hurry. I'll go pretty soon, I 
don’t think there is any danger.’’ And the next thing he 
knew he found himself carried off by the old fox, and his 
brothers and sisters never saw him again. When the mother 
and father and all the others found he was gone, how sorry 
they were! Mother rabbit was very unhappy, and the 
father rabbit said little rabbits must learn, when they hear 
the signal, to obey quickly. After that, you should just 
have seen how quickly those little rabbits obeyed whenever 
they heard the ‘‘ Thump, thump!”’ of father or mother, — 
the siznal that danger was near. 

At this point the conversation or story used last week 
about the birds who obeyed their parents, can be reviewed. 
2 THE LESSON StTory. 

There is very little ‘‘ image-forming material’’ in the 
passages selected for to-day’s lesson story. Most of it 
will, therefore, need to be supplied. Begin by talking 
about (1) the home in Nazareth, the parents, and the 
younger brothers and sisters; (2) the great love Joseph 
and Mary had for their boy ; (3) one reason they loved him 
was because he was so helpful and obedient. 

I am sure that when his mother wanted him to take care 
of the younger children, Jesus was always ready to do so. 
How do you think he amused them? When wood was 
needed, who do you suppose went to fetch it? Suppose 
Jesus was having a good time out on the road, and his 
father called him to do something for him, what do you 
suppose he would say? Or, if a stranger came, and water 
was needed to bathe with, who do you suppose was always 
ready to go and get it? 

It requires an imagination to teach this lesson. The 
teacher should remember that, if she hasn’t a very vivid 
one, many of the children have. In answer to such a 
question as this, ‘* How do you suppose Jesus, when he was 
a little boy, helped his mother ?’’ the teacher will get the 








children to do the imagining,—a most helpful exercise for 
them in many ways. 
3. THE TRUTH 
Lead the children’s thought from the helpful deeds of 
Jesus in the home to the fact that he was always obedient, 
and promptly obedient. Remember that telling the fact 
that Jesus was obedient is not going to be very helpful to 
the children. Dwell on the details, therefore, showing 
how he was helpful and obedient. Picture the truth in 
action. Homes are happy where there are obedient chil- 
dren. Jesus had a happy home. Who is going to help 
make a happy home by remembering the Golden Text ? 


EMPHASIZED. 


Pictures 


[A leaflet will be sent, for a two-cent stamp, by the Editor, telling 
where such pictures as these may be obtained. ]} 


Christ-Child, by Hofmann. 
Jesus’ First View of Jerusalem, by Mengelberg. 


% 


Some men get their names up by sending their souls down, 
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The following three lesson articles—Primary, Intermediate, 
and Senior—are on the general International Lesson (see p. §1). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


I. Topic for the Quarter: Messengers of Cheer. 
Il. Lesson Topic: Truthfulness (Acts 4: 32 to 5: 
Ill. Result Sought: 

Determination to be a truthful messenger of cheer. 


IV. Starting-Points : 


{[Nots.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
lesson. The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
) BE y 
teacher, if preferred. ]} 


II). 


1. Do you know any stories about brave men ? 
2. Review of last lesson. 
3. Review of Lesson 3. 

V. Steps in the Teaching Process: 

To-day’s lesson is of a negative character, It is a warn- 
ing lesson. Such lessons are difficult to teach, for there is 
a danger that when we warn the children we suggest evil 
to them. A child often does a wrong because of the sug- 
gestion of a teacher who is warning him against that evil. 
When evil actions are spoken of, as they must be at times, 
much depends upon the manner of the teacher. In this 
lesson be careful to avoid as nearly as possible anything 
that will suggest evil not already known by the child, and 
before the lesson closes be sure and turn the truth away 
from the negative untruthfulness into positive truthfulness. 


I. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 

Do you know any stories about brave men? Who is the 
bravest man you know? What did he do? Do you re- 
member the story about Pierre, and what he did? Would 
you like to be brave? What two brave men did we learn 
about in our last lesson? ‘To what band did they belong ? 
Most of the band of the messengers of cheer were brave 
and true. Peter was brave, and so was John. Our story 
to-day is asad one, It is about two of the members of 
the band who were not brave and true like Peter and John 
and Pierre. These two were not brave enough to tell the 
truth. Let me tell you the story. 


2. THE LESSON STORY. 


In the band of the messengers of cheer was a man named 
Ananias, and his wife Sapphira. These two people pre- 
tended they were sharing what they had with the others, 
just as Peter and John did, One time they sold something 
which they owned, and received money for it. Then they 
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brought part of this money to Peter and John, to be divided 
among the rest. They pretended that this was all the 
money they had received, while it was really only part of it. 
Peter knew that Ananias was not telling the truth, so he 
said: **Ananias, why have you told this falsehood? You 
have not only lied unto men, but unto God.’’ When Ana- 
nias heard Peter say that, he fell down and died. It was 
only three hours later that Sapphira, not knowing what had 
happened to her husband, told the same falsehood to Peter. 
Then Peter said to her: ** How is it that you and your 
husband have agreed together to tell these untruths? Be- 
hold the men who have just carried your husband out at 
the door, and they shall carry you also.’’ Then Sapphira 
too fell down and died, and they buried her by her hus- 
band. 

God does not punish people nowadays in just that way 
for telling untruths, but he cannot have those who do not 
speak the truth in his band of messengers of cheer, 


3. TRANSITION. 


Who tried to deceive Peter and the others? What story 
did they tell? What happened to them? What kind of 
people does lesus want for his messengers of cheer ? 


4. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

Let me tell you a story. Once upon a time, the children 
gathered together at the old schoolhouse upon the hill. 
lhe boys and girls loved that schoolhouse, and I think the 
reason was because they loved the teacher so much. Her 
name was Miss Margaret. ‘The schoolhouse was old, but 
the vines grew almost over it. Miss Margaret had planted 
them, and the boys and girls were careful, when playing, 
not to harm them. The walls of the school were covered 
with pictures which Miss Margaret had brought from the 
city with her, or which they themselves had carried from 
their houses. In one corner were many birds’-nests, which 
the children had gathered in the fall, after the young birds 
had left them. Many a lovely picnic and excursion had 
Miss Margaret planned. She knew all the birds and the 
trees and the flowers, and the children were always sure to 
have a good time if she was there. The one treasure that 
belonged to the school, and which floated every day from 
the flag-staff outside, was the beautiful flag of their country, 
which Miss Margaret made with her own hands, and pre- 
sented to the school, 

Every morning, as soon as school was open, some one of 
the scholars hoisted the flag, and just before school closed 
another lowered it, folded it carefully, while all the scholars 
stood, and placed it upon the teacher's desk. This was 
the sign that school was over. 

his morning there seemed to be a sadness about the 
school, There was a troubled look upon teacher's face, 
and, when it came to the time for the raising of the flag, 
Miss Margaret stood up, and said: ** Scholars, [ am afraid 
the flag cannot fly to. day. One of my boys—I do not know 
who—has thrown a stone and broken a pane of glass in the 
window over there. The boy who did it has not confessed 
his fault, and until he does the flag cannot fly. Will the 
boy who threw the stone be manly enough to stand up and 
say so? It is as bal to act a lie as to tell one.’ Then 
there was silence for a moment in the schoolroom. 

Ralph Jones had thrown the stone, and, instead of im- 
mediately going to Miss Margaret and telling her so, had 
kept it to himself, and I am afraid he hoped a little that he 
would not be foun! out. But Ralph was a brave little 
man, even though ie sometimes did wrong, and now he 
rose to his feet, an before the whole school said: ‘* 1 did 
it, Miss Margaret. I did not mean to, and I am very sorry 
1 did not say right off that I did it. I will bring the money 
out of my bank to pay for it. Please put up the flag again.’’ 

Miss Margaret said: ‘* Ralph, we are sorry that you did 
not confess your fault immediately, but we are glad that 
you are brave enough to tell the truth now, You may 
raise the flag.’’ So the flag was hoisted again. 

Do you think Ralph would do for a messenger of cheer ? 
What is the Golden Text ? 


Vi. Summary of Lesson Steps 


The Truth 


mphasized lruthfulness. 





Questions on the Lesson 
Story which draw from the 
children the Central Truth 


Transition 








1 he ! esson ‘ 
Story \nanias and Sapphira. 





Preparation 
r Lesson ldo you know any stories about brave men ? 
Story 


Vil. Blackboard HIlustrations 





JESUS’ 


TRUSTY PETER 
LOVING JOHN 
UNSELFISH PIERRE 
HELPFUL RALPH 
BRAVE 

TRUTHFUL 


MESSENGERS OF CHEER 
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There are no resé cations in true consecration, 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ACH lesson centers around an event whose interest 
depends on the impression it left on the new church. 
Picture to yourself the life of the young community, 

and imagine yourself living in it. What were your feelings 
when the Master withdrew from sight? when the Holy 
Spirit inspired the whole company, and Peter preached his 
first sermon? when the inquirers thronged the disciples, 
and, repentant and believing, joined with them in confessing 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour? when the lame man 
was healed, and Peter preached again in Solomon’s Porch ? 
when the sanhedrin tried in vain to suppress the apostles, 
and all the disciples together spoke boldly by the word of 
God? Try to bring your pupils into the same circle of in- 
terest, and show them this new scene when the first false 
disciples were discovered. ‘To make the picture complete, 
you may have them read these three sections, describing : 

1. The Prosperity of the New Church (Acts 4: 
32-37). Show what made the disciples a happy company, 
and in what their happiness consisted. They loved one 
Person, and in him they were united (v. 32). Their lead 
ers testified that he had risen from the dead, so that their 
hearers were sure it was true (v. 33). They were unsel 
fishly interested in one another’s welfare. Some were 
poor, but those who had means helped them (v. 34). They 
did it under the direction of the apostles, so that there was 
no reason for complaint that any were neglected (v. 35). 
(ne man, Joseph, a land owner, was so thoughtful, tactful, 
and generous that he came to have a special name among 
them, which means one who leads and consoles (v. 36). 
Have your pupils describe him, and tell what he did. 

2. Hypocrisy in the New Church (5: 1-11). Bring 
out by questions the character of the married couple, proba- 
bly young, who had united with the church. They too 
owned land. Show how they were impressed by Joseph’s 
gift, and the esteem he received ; how they talked together 
about it, what they agreed to do, how they hoped to get 
credit for their gift, to have influence and power by being 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and yet to keep part of the 
money, to deceive their brethren and the Lord. Show 
what they cared most for,—money first, then popularity, 
then favor with God without deserving it. Show how they 
were discovered und punished. Explain in what respects 
they are imitated now by persons in the church, but in 
such a way as to lead your pupils to examine themselves 
rather than criticise others. Show how lying destroys con- 
fidence among men, kills business, ruins character, under- 
mines government, but how lying to God would have dis- 
honored the church, and undone the work Christ came to 
do, if it had not been exposed and punished. 

3. Blessing to the New Church from Punishing 
the Hypocrites (vs. 12-16). Show how the shock of 
discovery, by the power of God, arrested the vital currents 
of their lives so that they sank down in the swoon that 
ended in death, Explain what the divine judgment is, re- 
vealing to impenitent and unforgiven sinners the true 
character of their sin (2 Thess, 1: 6-10). Explain why 
the unconverted were kept, by this event, from getting into 
the church, how the community honored the church 
(v. 13), how true believers flocked into it, and’ how the 
Holy Spirit gave them power to do good, and win attention 
to their Lord (vs. 15, 16). 

By the judgment which fell on Ananias and Sap >hira the 
church, in its beginning, learned that only by be.ng kept 
pure could it keep life in itself and resist atta xs from 
without; and the world to whom the church was carrying 
the message of salvation learned that liars and hypocrites 
cannot prosper in the sight of God, who abhors sin and 
loves righteousness. 


Suggestive Questions 
1. What Makes a Strong and Useful Church. 


Did the church, during the first months, apprehend the 
charge which Christ gave it? (Acts 1:8.) What lesson 
did its members learn in caring for one another? Describe 
their spirit, and their influence on those without (4 : 33). 
What made Joseph a leader among them? How should 
church-members treat their poorer brethren ? 

2. What is the Greatest Danger to the Church. 
Why did Ananias and Sapphira give the proceeds of theit 
land to the church? Why was it not right for them to 
keep back part of the money? lHlow did they lie to the 
Holy Spirit? When is it wrong for a Christian to make 
and lay up money? What would have befallen the church 
if Ananias and Sapphira had not been punished? How 
would the inner life of the church have suffered? Low 
would its influence over the world have been affected ? 

3. What is the Result of Limiting the Member- 
ship in the Church to those who have the Spirit of Christ. 
Why did many not dare to join the church? Why did the 
people magnify believers? What is that in the cnuren which 
makes it a ble*-ing to the community ? 

Boston. 
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All divine purposes for men are achieved through men. 
When hoary evils are to be overthrown, reformers are raised 
up like Luther and Knox. Whirlwinds never sweep away 
corrupt institutions, neither do they often fall of themselves, 
but a few men have clear sight and heroic courage, anc 
these, seeing the evils which imperil the common weal, 
attack and destroy them.—Awmory /. Bradford, in ** Spir- 
tual Lessons from the Brownings.”’ 


The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Covetousness and Deceit Condemned 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 4 : 32 to § : 16). 


For each member of the Bible Class.]| 


The last study closed with the relation of the noble spirit 
manifested by the body of Christian believers when con- 
fronted with the certainty that the public declaration of the 
resurrection and exaltation of Jesus, the Christ, would ex- 
pose them to threats, imprisonment, and social opposition, 
In their impassioned prayer (4 : 24-30) they forecast the 
probability of serious trouble with the rulers, both civil and 
religious, but ask only that they may be granted courage to 
bear faithful witness under all circumstances, good or evil, 
and that the manifestations of the power of Jesus may 
continue. 

The ensuing paragraph restates more definitely the char- 
acteristic features of this Christian community life. ‘They 
hal a remarkable sense of unity and of privilege, which 
ied to an equally remarkable display of brotherly generosity. 
Each man of means used his belongings freely for the good 
of all, so that the poor were as well supplied as the well-to- 
do. Delighted by this exhibition of the spirit of the Mas- 
ter, the apostles were encouraged to testify and preach as 
never before, cheir hearers were aroused to a broader and 
deeper conception of service, a true spirit of Christian love 
was in the hearts of all. A leader in ali this was one Bar- 
nabas, a gifted foreign-born Jew, a man of substance, but 
notable also for his earnestness, zeal, and generosity. 
Many of the disciples who were owners of property con- 
tented themselves with using it in the interest of all; Bar- 
nabas sold his possession, and laid the price of it at the feet 
of the apostles. 

But, alas! not all were like him. The reverse of the 
picture had to be shown in the interest of truth. Among 
those warm-hearted disciples were some who were not fully 
consecrated. They desired the credit of being amply gen- 
erous without being willing to pay the price. One Ana- 
nias and his wife Sapphira agreed te sell a field, and bring 
only a portion of its price to the apostles for the common 
fund. Such a course would have been justifiable had they 
openly declared it, but they desired to gain the credit of 
having given all, like Barnabas, to the Lord. Peter, 
having gained knowledge of the fraud, publicly laid bare 
to Ananias the enormity of his sin. He had lied, not 
merely to the apostles or to the church, but to Almighty 
God, who would judge him for his blasphemous irrever- 
ence, The fate of these two made a deep impression upon 
all within and without the Christian community, It en- 
couraged those who were earnest and sincere, and it fright- 
ened away (5 : 13) those who were unworthy. Public 
confidence in the apostles greatly increased, and signs were 
constantly wrought 

This passage is a powerful portraiture of the reasons for 
the prosperity and progress of the community of believers. 
They were unreservedly devoted to God and to one another, 
and they strongly felt the constant presence and power of 
their glorified Lord 


I], RerERENCE LITERATURE. 


Note by the Editor.—None of the books named are neces- 
sary in following these studies. The references to them are 
collated only for those who wish to use them. Yet Professor 
Sanders has prepared, especially for these lessons, the most 
careful and exhaustive list of books on the study of the Acts ever | 
presented with a course of this sort. ‘The Sunday School Times | 
issues it in the form of an attractive sixteen-page leaflet, contain- | 
ing also practical suggestions on the conduct of a Senior Bible | 

| 
| 


Class. It will be sent for a two-cent stamp, to pay postage, 
by the publishers, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Stifler’s ‘* Introduction '’ (43-48) interprets this pass- 
age as a manifestation of the sacredness of the church. 
His estimate of the verses included in the section seems 
correct, a matter overlooked by most commentaries. 
Lindsay’s commentary forms an exception. Abbott, 
Plumptre, Rice, and Hackett have excellent notes, but 
treat verse I of chapter § as opening a new section. Both 
Purves (38) and Bartlet (24), in their volumes on the 
‘** Apostolic Age,’’ interpret finely this episode. 


Ill. (QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DIscussion, 

[lo be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful coasideration, 
to members of the class Ihe references in the brackets are to other 
lesson helps in this issue of The Sunday Schoo! ‘Times.| 

1. Zhe Communism. (1.) Describe the unity that was 
manifested among the believers, as you understand it 
[Howie: 9] 1, 2]. (2.) Did the wealthier disciples strip 
themselves of their possessions, or did they administer their 
incomes for the benefit of all ? 

2. /ts Results. (3.) What were the results to both the 
apostolic leaders and to the people? [Dunning: 1, 3.] 
(4.) Were these ideal methods of attaining such results, so 
that they may be regarded as equally desirable and fruitful 
to day? 

3. The Example of Barnabas. (5.) Are we to inter ret 
it as a typical example of what many did, or as ieed 
memorable because of its generosity? (6.) What cnarac 
teristics of his act justify the estimate placed upon it ? 

4. The Sin of Ananias and Sapphira. (7.\ Are we to 
interpret these also as a typical example of the insincerity 
shown by some, or as one remarkably flagrant case which 
startled the community? (8.) What was their real sin, 
and against whom was it committed? [McLaren: § 4. 
Howie: | 4. Dunning: 2.]. (9-) What results followed 
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from this manifestation of divine discipline ? [Goss: v. 5. 
McLaren: last {.] 

5. Zhe Meaning of the Section as a Whole, (10.) Did 
luke mean by this section to show how God maintained 
and emphasized the sacredness of the church (Stifler), or to 
show by contrasted examples how genuinely the power of 
the Spirit was taking hold of the Christan community ? 
IV. SoME LEADING THOUGHTS. 

[For ger eral discussion under the direction of the leader 

Common interests and sympathies create a cohesive sen- 
timent. ‘The way to have a feeling of unity is to help one 
another, 
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Absolute consecration enkindles all sorts of solid, every- 
day virtues. Noone can wholly love God without loving 
his whole human world. 

How salutary it would be if our sense of God’s presence 
was so vivid that our customary petty evasions would seem 
to us to be lies told to God! 

If none were genuinely good, no one would care to take 
the trouble to imitat: goodne Ss. 
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A poor partner is better than a good accomplice. 
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Sermons that Deserve a Wide Reading 


Dean Farrar on True Religion 


NDER the title 7rve Religion (New York : 
Whittaker. $1) Dea 


Thomas 
Farrar publishes fourteen ser- 





mons by request, all bearing on practical | hristian 
ty Phe Vreface shows, however, that the preacher had 
mind certain tendencies in the Church of England which 


1¢ does not directly attack, but would meet by the presen- 

m of the positive truth furnishing a proper corrective. 
Veobably the best summary of the teachings of the volume 
imay be found in the opening paragraph of the sermon on 
‘* Faith and Love :’’ ** Pure religion, and undefiled, before 
God and the Father, involves three conditions,—a rule of 
faith, a law of conduct, and the union and result of both 
in a righteous and godly lif But, as usual, Dean Farrar 
emphasizes the second and third conditions The charm- 
ing simplicity of style characteristic of the author gives all 
the more force to his earnestness of purpose, and his wide 
svmpathy with all who show the fruits of righteousness 
makes his utterances as widely attractive, 


Canon Holland’s Striking Discourses 


A type of Anglican thought quite removed from that of 


Dean Farrar is represented in O/d and New (New York: 
Thomas Whittaker. $1), sermons by Canon Henry Scott 
Hlolland, of St. Paul’s Cathedral. As he states, the dis- 
courses, eleven in number, *‘happen to touch mainly on 
two special themes; that is (1) On the necessity lor moving 
forward from a Simypte to a more theological gospel, and 
2) On the work and responsibility of the Church in East 
lLondon.’’ fhe central idea of this ‘** more theological 


gospel ’’ is the sacramental conception of the Incarnation. 
Yet the most striking discourses are those entitled respec- 
tively ** Belief in the Holy Ghost ’’ and ** The Double Mis- 
sion,’’ the latter enforcing the need of aggressive Christian 
work in the older parts of London, 
mon is on ** Corporate Sins,’’ 


Another pointed ser- 
The directness and force of 
the preacher’s utterances make the volume pleasant read- 
ing, and his plea for more manly intellectual vigor in deal- 
ing with theological questions strikes a note much needed 
but little heeded in these days. 


Readings for the Liturgical Year 

Spiritual readings for the liturgical year is the definition 
yiven by the Rev. R. E. Hutton, chaplain of St. Marga 
ret’s. East Grinstead, to the volumes entitled 7%e Crown of 
/ Advent to Easter New York: The 
Macmillan Company. $2 


Christ: Volume | 


The ‘‘ readings ’’ consist of 


brief discourses appropriate to the Sundays and feast days 
from Advent to Easter, with suggestions for scriptural 
readings and other annotations. ‘There is a_ brief com- 
mendatory preface by the Kev. Alfred G. Mortimer of 
Philadelphia Che volume has a distinctly medieval flavor, 
and represents fairly, fittingly, and fully what the author 
calls ** sound Catholic theology Naturally the exegesis 


is largely mystical, and avowedly so. But the Scripture 


been judiciously made 


selections have and the discourses 


themselves are deeply spiritual in tone. They will be 
helpful, however, mainly for those who are in sympathy 
with the author’s high Anglican views, since these views 


permeate and mold the entire volume. 


Noteworthy Volumes by Dean Stubbs 

Of special interest to American readers are the two vol- 
umes by Dr. Charles W. Stubbs, Dean of Ely, entitled, 
respectively, Pro Patria (New York: Longmans, Green, 
& Co, $1.50) and Zhe Social Teaching of the Lord’s 
Prayer (New York: Thomas Whittaker. 75 cents), The 


former includes twelve discourses, a number of them de- 


livered in America, notably one on ‘* The Creed of Chris- 
tian Socialism,’’ preached before Harvard University All 
of them bear on the relation of Christianity to national and 





social questions, and all are marked by an earnest purpose 
to apply revealed truth to such questions. Dean Stubbs 
believes in the efficacy of Christian principles, and he is 
fearless in stating the application of these principles to all 
classes and peoples. The essence of his thought may be 
found in this paragraph: ‘* Jesus Christ by his incarna- 
tion exalted human nature, consecrated all human rela- 
tions, claimed supremacy over all realms of human thought 
and action, founded an ideal spiritual kingdom to be a 
storehouse of redemption, social, no less than spiritual, for- 
ever’’ (p. 147). This thought is fully elaborated in his 
creed of Christian Socialism, with its forty-four articles 
pp. 172-181 
were delivered before the University of Oxford ; but as a 
dedicatory letter to Dr. Huntington, of Grace Church, 
New York, 
course preached several times in America. The two 
books on the same general topic are naturally much alike, 
full of earnest appeals, and based on a sane and practical 
view of what the author calls ‘* Christian Socialism.’’ 
There is apparent throughout a breadth of apprehension, a 
firm conviction, and an unwavering loyalty to Jesus Christ, 
which makes the discourses profitable reading for those 
who would seek to better humanity on earth. 


Che four discourses in the second volume 


uggests, were occasioned by a single dis- 


The Canon of Westminster on Church Unity 

The dominant thought in the sermons gathered in one 
volume by Dr, J. Armitage Kobinson, Canon of Westmin- 
ster, is indicated by the title C/7z/yv in Christ (New York: 
The Macmillan Company. $1.75), which is the topic of the 
first discourse. While there is ‘* no systematic exposition 
of this central theme,’’ and while the sermons do not form 
a connected series, the same truth appears again and again 
in various fashions. The ideal of the preacher is ‘‘ an 
ultimate unification of humanity in Christ, to be attained 
through the progressive unity of the church.’’ But he has 
no special project of reunion to present. In the last ser- 
mon, preached at the consecration of Dr. Ryle as Bishop 
of Exeter, there are some hints as to what might be done, 
but evidently he does not hope for an immediate fulfilment 
of his ideal, The noble aspirations expressed throughout 
are encouraging, and some practical duties are vigorously 
and plainly stated. While some phases of the problem in 
England do not confront American Christians, the main 
difficulty is the same, and the only solution is through a 
larger conception of what is really involved in the phrase 
** Unity in Christ.’’ 


An English Head Master’s Sermons to Boys 

The Head Masters of the great English schools are usually 
preachers as well as teachers, pastors of the boys as well as 
their corrector From this class many of the most emi- 
nent prelates in the Church of England have been selected. 
The Head Master of Westminster, Dr. William G. Ruther 
ford, under the title 7%e Avy of Anowledge (New York: 
The Macmillan Company. $1.75), has published a collec 
tion of twenty-seven sermons preached to his boys, mainly 
on special occasions in the school. They deal with a 
variety of topics, but are distinguished by a certain subtle 
analysis of human character and motives, unusual in dis- 
courses to boys. But there is no unintelligibility in dic- 
tion, no needless use of technical psychological terms. 
The subtlety is in the thought, not in the expression. Dr, 
Rutherford has published Greek grammars, yet he does 
not intrude exegetical niceties in his sermons. The thought 
most prominent in the discourses is that of dissatisfaction 
with present attainments as the stimulus to advancement, 
soul-hunger leading to strength of spirit. The tone of the 
volume is as wholesome intellectually as it is stimulating 
spiritually. The influence of such a pastor-teacher upon 
responsive boys must be strong and abiding. 
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Dr. Jacob Todd’s Pulpit Addresses 

An attractive volume, entitled Zhe Kingdom of God ts 
Within You (Philadelphia: P. W. Ziegler & Co. $1.25), 
forms a memorial tribute to the late Dr. Jacob Todd, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. Sixteen of 
his discourses have been selected for publication, and his 
friend, Bishop Foss, contributes an appropriate and ap- 
preciative introduction, intimating that the printed page 
cannot give an adequate impression of the preacher’s 
power and charm. The sermons themselves betoken faith- 
ful study, profound conviction, and earnest utterance. 
Some of the topics treated are such as to test the author’s 
breadth of thought and the balance of his judgment. This 
test has been successfully met. The volume can be com- 
mended as an admirable specimen of pulpit instruction. 


Homilies Brilliant and Wholesome 


Of an entirely different type is 7he Search for an In 


fied (New York: The Macmillan Company. $1.50), by 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones, of Chicago. Brilliant in style, spark- 
ling with gems of fancy, evincing ardent love of nature and 
wide sympathy with men, the volume, like a previous one 
by the same author, finds its inspiration largely outside of 


the Christian revelation. The vacation atmosphere per- 
vades the book, and its ground-tone is ‘‘ humanitarian,’’ 
alike in the correct theological sense of that term and in 
its later application to philanthropy divorced from revealed 
religion, There are many wholesome truths and half-truths 
in the sermons, if sermons they may be called, and set in 
so fascinating a form, the half-truths may prove as influen- 
tial as the truths. 


Dr. Burrell’s Practical Sermons 

While several of the discourses in Dr. D. J. Burrell’s 
new volume, 7he Unaccountable Man (New York: Flem 
ing H. Revell Company. $1.50), seem to have been for 
special occasions, most of them are his regular sermons to 
the congregation of the Collegiate Church, Fifth Avenue 
and ‘Twenty-ninth Street, New York, The same qualities 
here appear which have been noticed in the volumes he 
has previously published: ‘directness, devoutness, scrip 
tural flavor, and practical aim.’’ The title discourse grap 
ples the central problem of Christianity, the Person of 
Christ,—how shall we account for such a Person ? 


Three Characteristic Works by Dr. Banks 
Three phases of preaching are represented in three vol 
umes published by Dr. Louis Albert Banks, of Cleveland, 


Ohio. ‘The first is presumably made up of discourses de 

livered in the regular course of pastoral labor, and from 
the initial sermon takes the title, 7/e AM/otherhood of God 
(Cincinnati: Jennings & Pye. $1.25 The second is a 
collection of **‘evangelistic’’ or ‘*reviva sermons, enti- 


tled, David and His Friends (New York: Funk & Wag 
nals Company. $1.50), in keeping with the titles of similar 
volumes from the same author. The texts, as may be in 
ferred, are taken either from the Psalms or from the narra 
tive portions of Scripture related to David. ‘The third, and 
smallest, book is a collection of prayer-meeting talks, the 
first of which gives the name to the collection, (used 
Rainbows (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company. §1). 
These are usually brief, always fresh and pointed, and less 
forma! than the sermons. Each volume has its distinctive 
character, and the merits of each are those that have 
already been fully stated in the notices of previous publica 
tions by the preacher. Each phase has already had its ex- 
emplar, and Dr. Banks maintains his individuality in these 
new contributions. 


bal 


Three Little “Worth While ” 
Volumes 


las publishers of the What is Worth While series (New 
York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. 35 cents each) seem to 
have gotten something worth while out of a very large 
number of those men and women who are doing the think- 
ing and leading of our day, while they save the coilection 
from being too contemporaneous by the republication of 
some contributions to the art of living which made their 
reputation a generation or two ago. More than a hundred 
volumes in this popular series have already appeared. A 
wide range of subjects and authors is given, and things new 
and old have a place in the series. Help upward and on- 
ward is the purpose of all of these little books, which are 
put up in dainty and attractive covers. 

Religion in Common Life is the famous sermon which 
John Caird took with him to preach before the Queen at 
Balmoral, and which was printed first at the Queen’s com- 
mand. How it ranks among sermons may be judged from 
Dean Stanley’s opinion that it was ‘‘ the best single sermon 
of the language.”’ 

The Greatness of Patience, by President Arthur T, Hadley 
of Yale, dispels any fears as to what might happen on Bac- 
calaureate Sunday at a college where a layman happened 
to be president. Not only spiritual vision, but spiritual en- 
durance, is demanded of the man who has a mission in 
the world. 

Ecclesiastes and Omar Khayyam, by John Franklin 
Genung, looks into the Omar fad which has occupied the 
world so much, with a view to extracting that element of 
vitality and reasonableness which usually lies at the bottom 
of any enthusiasm that has lasted as long as this. Every 
body who is jaded would do well to go and buy Professor 


(Continued on page 58) 
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BUSINESS 
DEPARTMENT 


Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cens 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used withina year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue fora year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do nor 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selectea 

{ position without extra cost, except when the ad- 
vertiser contracts for a position on the last page. 
For all advertising consitioned onan appearance 
upon the last page, an advance of 20 per centin 
addition to the regular vate will be charged. 
kor inside-page positions, on orders of less than 
$1,000, an advance of 20 per cent in addition to 
the regular rate will be charged. All adver- 

' tisements are subject to approval as to character, 
wording, and display. Advertisers are free 
to examine the subscription list at any time. 
For Terms of Subscription, see page 59. 


EASTER MUSIC 


HE LIVING KING- A new Sunday-school Easter 
service, brighter, stronger, and more beautiful 
than any of our former ones, by Adam Geibel and 
R. Frank Lehman, 5 cents per copy (or with two 
former issues for 10 cents); $4.00 per 100, not prepaid, 
; or £4.25 per roo, prepaid len beautiful Easter carols 
; and choruses are found in Uplifted Voices, a new 
tind of a Sunday-school hymn-book, together with 

bymns for Christmas, Children’s Day, and every day. 
A wonderful book, phenomenal sales, unusual en- 
dorsements. 30 cents per copy, prepaid (money re- | 

funded if book is returned in one week) ; $25.00 per 

woo. Write for special plan, whereby you can procure 

these books without touching your treasury. 


s 1022 Arch Street, 
Gieibel & Lehman Philadelphia, Pa. 


SECECEC FOR 9903309: 


Easter, 1902 


Our splendid n-w exercise, ‘ Glorious 
Morn,”’ by Burton H. Winslow, wins the high- 
est approval of every superintendent and pas- 
tor. The music is harmonious and singable, 
and the recitations forceful and impressive. 

$4.00 a 100. Send ro cents for three differ- 


ent Easter exercises. 
BOSTON 


W. A. Wilde Co.  Chicaco | 
DDDIDIOIPSCEEECECS et 


1902.-Easter Services-1902 


I'wo new services by J. Lincoln Hall, Irvin H. 
Mack, C Austin Miles, and others. Brighter and 
better then ever Pleasing music. Fine words. 
Quickly learned | 


He Liveth 
The Angel of Easter | 


Send ro cents in stamps for the above two and one 


ether popular service. 
Hall-Mack Co., Pubs., {S6'ritth Ave. N.Y: 


Bear in mind the fact that } 


Easter Comes Early 


iMarch 30, 1902.) You should not delay making 
pons selection of an EASTER SERVICE, The fol- 


ywing are the leading ones for this year : 


Nature’s Hallelujah 


Life’s Morning 
Be sure to examine these before making your selection. 











) Samples of the 
two 7 cents in 
stamps. 


Send ten cents 
for samples. 


The Resurrection 


908 Washington St. 
Chicago. 


Of our Sunday-school Song Books have been sold. 


BUT OUR NEW BOOK 


GEMS OF SONG 


FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


best we have ever published 


288 pages, full cloth cover, $25 per 100. 


A RETURNABLE COPY SENT ON APPLICATION 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago 


The Endeavor Hymnal 
-” « the best and most useful syne 
ever compiled."’-—John Henry Barrows. 
* Both ina musical and literary point of view i 
deserves strong commendation.'—The Outlook. 

317 hymns, responsive readings, etc. Full 
cloth bound. The best book for churches, 
Sunday schools, and young people’s societies. 

24,000 Copies Sold in Four Months. 

Quantity price, 25 cents each, sent at purchaser’s 

expense. Sample copy, 35 cents, postpaid. = 
United Society of Christien Endeavor, 


Tremeat temple, Leston, 55 La Salle St., Chicege, 














, 1 sth Ave. | 
New York. | 


is pronounced by all who have examined it to be the | 








Work and Workers 
oe s a A | 








Convention Calendar, 1902 


Virginia, at Petersburg . . March 11-13 
North Carolina, at layetteville . March 18-20 
Oklahoma, at Blackwell March 25-27 
South Carolina, at Greenwood . . March 25-27 
Minnesota, at—— April 1-3 


‘xg 
Decision-Day Observance 


In Pennsylvania 


HE day of decision for Christ, although 
several years old as an organized 
movement, is not observed by ail Sun- 

day-schools at the same time. Some State 
Sunday-school Associations have advocated 





the fall months, about Rally Day time, while 
other associations have prepared for such an 
occasion in the springtime. Pennsylvania, 
however, which was the pioneer in securing 
the widespread observance of Decision Day, | 
has made the time just after the holidays in | 
January. The exact time was placed at the 

end of Sunday-school week in Philadelphia. | 
In this city the experiment was tried of hav- | 
ing a uniform time, and the Sunday following | 
the annual Philadelphia County Sunday- | 
school Convention was chosen. While some 

denominations or pastors desire a different | 
date, there must be concerted action by the 

great bulk of the Sunday-schools, ‘The cir- 

cular issued by the Pennsylvania State Sun- 

day-school Association gives the following 

particulars for the observance of the day : 


| Concerted Action Secured 


** The particular Sabbath for Decision Day 
may be selected by the County Sabbath-school 
Association, or by the superintendents and 
pastors of a town or city... . February 2, 
1902, [is] the day selected by the Philadel- 
phia County workers. But, if county asso- 
ciations prefer another day, or the local Sab- 
bath-school does, let that be set apart for 


| Decision Day. 
‘** The pastor will be requested to preach on 


Christ and the children, on parental respon- 
sibility, or on the teacher’s work in Bible 
teaching and spiritual life. 

**The superintendent will call the teachers 
together for prayer and conference two or 
three times before the day. The primary 
teachers to be specially invited, so as to reach 
the older scholars in that department. 

‘*Teachers will also visit their scholars 
tactfully. 

‘** The church prayer-meeting [and] union 
meetings of teachers of several schools with 
parents in large towns and cities will be very 


| helpful. 


On the Day 


‘* A meeting of teachers early in the morn- 


| 
| 
} 


ing, or before the session of the school, has 


been a blessed approach to the work. 


‘¢The regular lesson may be found the best | 


| Scripture to be used, or some other passage 


taught spiritually and with all possible in- 
terest in matter and manner, 

‘* The appeal has often been made in each 
class by the teacher, or from the desk by the 
pastor or superintendent, according to the 
customs of the church.’’ 


In Ohio 
The Ohio State Sunday-school organization 
advocates the uniform observance of Decision 
Day in the Sunday-schools of that state on 
the last Sunday of January. While some 
| Ohio schools observe a day of decision quar- 
terly, and others during special revival sea- 
sons, the great majority have no special 
time, and for this reason a particular day is 
needed. This association has distributed 
Dr. Chapman’s leaflet on ‘** Decision Day in 
the Sunday-school ’’ among the teachers, and 
a great day, through quiet work, is expected 
to culminate in large additions to the church 
| of Christ throughout the state, 


In Brooklyn 

The Brooklyn Sunday School Union has 
issued a circular to superintendents in which 
these points are made : 

‘*The Rev. A. H. McKinney, superinten- 
dent of the New York State Sunday-School 
Association, has said, ‘ that of the 800,000 
children who attend Sunday-school in the 
Empire State, only forty per cent are con- 
verted to Christ while in the school ; twenty 


( Continued on page 57) 


| 
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Here is a bright boy in Crestline, Ohio. 
In writing of his work for THE SATUR- 
DAY EVENING PosrT he says: 


“tDhen I saw your ad: 
vertisement I knew that 
there was a good chance 
to earn some money, 
which I wanted. I sold 
my first ten copies easily 
and then started to work 
for new customers. My 
order has grown until ! 
now sell more than sixty 
aweek. I deliverall the 
copies on Friday, after 
school closes, and on 
Saturday. in addition 
to selling single copies I 
have earned about 


$12.00 by taking yearly 
subscriptions.”’ 





BOYS. we set you up in business. We want 
boys for Agents in every town to sell 


The Saturday 
Evening Post 


(of Philadelphia) 


A handsomely printed and illustrated maga- 
zine, published weekly at & cents the coi 











We wil! furnish you with ten copies the 
first week free of charge; you can then 
send us the wholesale price for as many 
as you find you can sell for the next week. 


You can find many people who will be 
giad to patronize a bright boy, and will 
agree to buy of you every week if you de- 
liver it regularly at house, store or office, 


You can build up a regular trade in a 
short time; permanent customers who 
will buy every week, fou can thus 
make money without interfering with 
your school duties, and be independent. 


Send for Full Particulars, Remember that 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST is 172 years 
old; the oldest paper in the United States, estal- 
lished in 1728 by Benjamin Franklin, and has the 
best writers of the world contributing to its columns. 
So popular that a hundred thousand new sub- 
scribers were added to its list the past year, 


ADDRESS 


The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 


























A Valuable Lesson Help 


The Oxford 


Two-Version 
New Testament 


Prices from 75c. to $2.50 


** 1 congratulate you upon the plan and its 
execution. You have absolutely solved the 
long-standing problem, and have placed in our 
hands both versions so admirably co-ordinated 
as to give any Bible student at one glance the 
mastery of two translations. can unre- 
servedly commend it.""—Prof. Robert W. 
Rogers, D.D., Drew Seminary. 





Brevier, 8vo. 


For sale by all boooksellers, or sent, 
postpaid, on receipt of price. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 


AMERICAN BRANCH, 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue - New York 














Self-Pronounclng COMMENTARY 


on In i . Lessous tor 1902, by 
Rev. P. E. Thomas, _ Contains all the 
lessons in self-pronouncing form, with 
% right to the point HELP on each ve 
4 also Official Prayer Meeting Topics o 
Yourg People’s Societies for 1902, with 
4 Morro, Piepes and BEnFpIcTion. 
Pocket size, 128 pes. Red Morocco Be, 
Interleaved Edition for Notes 40c; post- 
vid. Stamnes taken, Agents wanted, 
EORGE W. NOBLE, 275 Madison 8t. Chi-ago, 


DEBATIN completely covering this sub- 


ject. By mail, 25c. Success Club Bureau, 5 Uui- 
versity Building, New York. Send for Free 
Booklets, ** Why all Literary and Debating Societies 
should Join the League of Success Clubs,”’ and “‘ How 
to Organize and Conduct a Literary Society.”’ 





A cloth-bound pocket manual 


Newly edited by the 

Committee, A. D. Igor. 

American Standard 
Edition of the 


REVISED 
BIBLE 


Long Primer type, refer- 
ences, topical headings, and 
indexed Bible map. Prices 
from $1.50 to $9.00. 
“The standard translation of the Bible for the 
English-speaking wourid.’'-Sunday School Times 
For sale by all booksellers, or send for catalogve to 


Theos. Nelson & Sons, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St.. New York 


American’ Revision 


he 








| 
| 









B. & B. 
New and beautiful 1902 
dress cottons and 


shirtwaistings 


200 styles fine new Imported Madras, 
25¢c. yard. 

Other new Imported Madras and Novel- 
ties, 20c., 35c., including finest to 75c. 

Pretty new Madras, 12%c. and 15c. 

New imported Dimities, 20c. and 25§c. 
America has also produced good and pretty 
Dimities, 6%c. to 15c. 

100 pieces fine new Percales, 25¢. yard— 
all white grounds, with neatest small figure 
effects yet shown--for shirt waists, shirt 
waist gowns and men’s shirts they’re with- 
out equal, style and value. 

New Imported Tissues, 20c. and 25c. 

Fine new Wash Goods up to the most 
exquisite French Novelties, $2.00. 

New Imported White Goods, 20c. to 75c. 
—plain weaves and fine dress and shirt waist 
novelties. 

Fine Wash Goods a feature here——no 
store in America does fine Wash Goods 
business on so extensive a scale as this one 
—nor sells as low. 

What’s more, we've the samples ready to 
send to prove it as soon as you specify what 
kinds, or styles, for what purpose, or about 
what price, you’re interested in, so we'll be 
sure to send exactly what’s wanted. 

Values will explain themselves 
cingly. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Allegheny, Pa. 





convin- 


Dept. S. T. 


. Larger size for cir- 
8, books, newspapers, 
$is. Type setting easy; 
printed rules, Send stemp 
for samples, catalogue of 
presses, type, paper, &c., 
to factory. The Press 
Co., Meriden, Conn. 


RAPID BIBLE STUDY by mail, leading to di- 
loma and degree. Catalogue free. Write Prof 
Cc. Burton, Christian University. Canton, Mo 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The tunday Schoc! Times. 
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ADVANCE IN PRICE 


A STATISTICAL 
RESS,”” BEING 
EVANGELICAL 
CENTURY. 


A CONSPECTUS OF 
MISSIONS IN ALL LANDS 


$4.00 NET 


CENTENNIAL SURVEY 
OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


SUPPLEMENT TO “CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND SOCIAL 
THE 


By the Rev. JAMES S. DENNIS, D.D. 


READY FEBRUARY 1 


PROG- 
RESULTS OF 
THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH 


ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
AT 








century 
immediate 
est student. A Directory of 


est and usefulness of this rem: arkable réswste 


A panoramic view of the progress of Christ’s kingdom in mission lands aoe | 
Ihe present status of missions carefully tabulated, with voluminous 
and descriptive comments presenting in outline the salient facts, 
- available information such as cannot be found in any other single volume. 
Elaborate summaries are prepared for the busy pastor, 
oreign Missionary Societies in All Lands, valuable maps of 
mission fields, very full indices, and a number of beautiful illustrations, add to the inter- 


survey of God's redemptive work in non-Christian lands it will be found to be of excep- 
tional practical value to all students of the contemporary progress of Christianity. 


the past 
istorical 
and giving a mass of 


and a broad outlook for the earn- 


As asystematic, accurate, and impressive 





ONE VOLUME 426 PAGES 


New York: 





FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 5th Ave. Chicago: 63 Washington St. Toronto: 25 Richmond St.,West 


SIZE, 11x9 ILLUSTRATED 











No matter when or where 
you open a jar ot the 


LIEBIG 


Company’s Extract | 














OF BEEF, its quality is always the 
same. It can be absolutely depended 


upon under all conditions and in every 


climate. 


pooverrecrsreserr ree Sitririecscectsesccsescesenss, 


This signature 
in blue, proves 
the genuine: 





OWHERE else on 

earth can the seeker 

after health and happiness 
find such rich reward. 


CALIFORNIA 


is a winter paradise. 
Best reached via 


“SUNSET 
LIMITED” 


(Palatial hotel on 
wheels). Leave New 
York Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days, Saturdays. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO. 


R, J. Smith, Agent, 109 South 
Third Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





boseee 


POSES EEEHEESEEOSSESO OS OEOESED 








Seven Per Cent 


Cumulative Preferred Stock of the Granby Cot- 
ton Mills of Columbia, S. C., is now offered at 
106 and accrued interest, We can highly recom- 
mend this stock for safety and satisfactory inter- 
est returns. We have a number of other good 
investment stecks Send for list 
Hugh MacRae & Co., Bankers, 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 











to 6 % Safe Investments 


in real-estate first mortgages, as placed by us for 
23 years, have never failed once. One investor 
writes to us: ‘‘ Since 1892 I have been carefully 
selecting some of your choice loans, and have 
never lost a dollar, and, when other securities failed, 
have been tided over many evil days because | could al: 
ways depend upon the income from your mortgages.” 
Write to us for our list of loans in the blackwaxy belt 
of Texas and in Oklahoma. Loans guaranteed. 
THE BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt Building, Philadeiphia, Pa. 


When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School times. 





A Pocket 
Time Ball 


The factory adjustments of the 
Elgin Watch—by refrigeration 
and oven heat—make it like 
a pocket time ball. Its accu- 


racy is never questioned. An 


ELGIN 


Watch 


will last a lifetime, with ordi- 
nary care—keep perfect 
time under all con- 
ditions. Ask your 
jeweler. 
Every Elgin 
watch has the 
word “ E/gin” 
engra ved on 
the works. 
Booklet free. 
Elgin National 
Watch Company, 
Elgin, ILL 





THE 


AMERICAN FIRE 


Insurance Company 
Office, Company’s Building 
| 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





PRD. Oe 
C25 22). eee $500,000.00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all 


GEIOT GORIIB ye. 560 ccscceccsrencvevcecccees 1,720,708.58 
Surplus over all Liabilities, 247,302 42 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1901, 


$2,477,069.00 
H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
RI CHAR) MARTE Sec. and Treas. 


THOS 


VM. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Mgr 
DIRECTORS: 


Thos. H. Montgomery, 


Charles S. Whelen, 
Israel Morris, 


Edward F. Beale, 

Pemberton S. Hutchinson, ye S. Gerhard, 

Jos. KE. Gillingham, cdward Lowber Welsh, 
Archibald RK. Montgomery. 





“SUPPOSE I DIE” 


We have helped the people to answer 
that question for half acentury or more ; 
to make provision for their survivors. We 
do more : We assist men in making pro 
vision for their old age, when the money- 
producing power is waning. Get our 
free booklet, ‘‘ The How and the Why.’ 
It brushes cobwebs from the brain. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
921-923-925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 











VIRGINIA FARMS FOR SALE 


Good land. Mild healthy climate 
venient. Low prices, easy terms. 


R. B. CHAFFIN & CO. (Inc.), 


Schools con- 
Free catalogue. 


Richmo 


mention The Sunday School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


, Va. | 
| MARION LAWRANCE, 


When answering advertisements, please | 





| finally settled, 


(Continued from page 56) | 


per cent more of the number are converted | 


after leaving the Sunday-school, and forty 
per cent go down to Christless graves.’ 

‘* This statement reveals the great responsi- 
bility resting upon the officers and teachers 
of our Sunday-schools, and also the import- 
ance of the conversion and culture of our 
scholars. 

** Ts it not true, as Dr. Schauffler atbe at the 
New York State Convention, held at Bing- 
hamton this year, ‘If we win the children 


of this generation for Christ, the following | 


generation will be a better and a holier one 
than this has been... ?’ 

‘** Some of the Sunday-schools are conduct- 
ing evangelistic services for children. Great 
success is attending the work now carried on 
in the Tabernacle Baptist Church every Sun- 
day evening from 6.30 to 7.30 o’clock by the 


Rev. E. Dennett, about seven hundred chil- 
dren being present at every meeting. The 
services held this month by the Rev. E. P. 


Hammond, in the Baptist and Presbyterian 
Sunday-schools, in the interest of children, 
have resulted in several conversions. <A 
similar work is now being carried on in the 
Sunday-school of the Hanson Place Baptist 
Church by the superintendent of the school. 

‘*We beg your careful and prayerful atten- 
tion to these facts, and if you have no meet- 
ings of like character, can you not see your 
way clear to arrange for special services of 
this kind ?”’ 

Fight thousand leaflets have been dis- 
tributed by the Union among the teachers of 
the city on the subject ‘* My Class for Jesus.’’ 


i al 


First Bulletin of the Inter- 
national S.S. Convention 


To be held in Denver, Colorado, June 26 
to July 1, 1902 


HILE the details relating to railroad 
arrangements in connection with the 
Denver convention have not been 

we are enabled to announce 

the following, which is the substance of all 


the varidus passenger associations. 
Rates.—One lowest regular first-class fare 
from starting-point to Denver, plus two dol- 
lars, will secure a round-trip ticket, except 
from points so near to Denver that the above 
rate is more than a fare and a third. ‘This 





rate holds practically in all territory from 
Suffalo and Pittsburg on the east the 
Pacific coast; from territory south of 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. 

rhe rates for territory east of Buffalo and 
Pittsburg, not including New England, is 
one fare and a third within that territory, 
added to the rate indicated above west of 
Bufialo and Pittsburg. The associations 
covering New England and the maritime 
provinces have not yet taken action, 

Return Fee.—A fee of fifty cents will be 
charged by the joint agency in Denver for 
executing return tickets. 

Dates of Sale.—\n all territory west of the 
Missouri River tickets will sold on June 
23-25. In territory between the Missouri 
River on the west and Chic ago and St. Louis 
on the east tickets will be sold on June 22-24. 

We are confidently expecting that the sell- 
ing dates will begin one day earlier in terri- 
tory between Chicago and St. Louis on the 
west and Buffalo and Pittsburg on the east, 
and also in the southeast, and two days ear- 
lier in territory east of Buffalo and Pittsburg. 
Definite information will be bulletined as 
soon as action is taken on this point. 

Limits of Tickets. 
continuous passage 


to 
also 


be 


Tickets are good only 
for going 
without stop-off privileges. 

Tickets are not good for returning earlier 
than five days from the date of their purchase. 

Tickets are good returning up to July 31, 
except for those who desire to go on to the 
Pacific coast. They may have their tickets 
extended to August 31, upon presentation of 
receipts showing purchase of tickets to the 
Pacific coast. 

For further information address the proper 
officers of your state, provincial, or territo- 
rial Sunday-school association, or 
the undersigned. 

W. N. HARTSHORN, 
Chairman of the Committee on 
Program and Arrangements, 

110 Boylston Street, Boston, “Mass. 


and coming, 


General Secretary 


1023 Spitzer Building, Toledo, O 


the official action taken up to this date by 


either of | 




























































Vocalion 


Church G Chapel 


Organs 














HE VOCALION method of 
tone production is radically 


different from that of all others. 

It is endorsed by leading organ- 
ists throughout the country, and 
meets the demand of critical musi- 


cians at moderate expense. 
Prices : $275 to $3,000. 


Send for illustrated Catalogue K, 











The Vocalion Organ Co. 
Corner Jackson and Beacon 


Streets @ Worcester @ Mass. 















Again 
|| and again, 
for many years, 
under all conditions, 
by countless users, the 


Remington 
Typewriter 


has been tried and 
tested, and its 
Superior merits 
proved, 

Wyckoff, Seamans 


and Benedict 
New York 

































vauel 612.00 INVESTED 


$720 from $60 and Greater Profit 


from a larger investment. That’s what 
our machines are doing for thousands of 
others and THEY’LL DU IT FOR YOU. Men, 
women and children patronize the mach- 
ine and get delicious. roasted and saited 
peanuts. Everybody likes them. Nearly 
aliprofit. Greatest money maker known, 
Many machines earn €4.00 to $6.00 per 
week. Not an experiment Has been 
positively proven. Hence no risk. No 
chance for loss. Requires no attention 
except a few minutes evenings to fill 
and take out money. Write us and 
we'll tell you how it’s done. 
Enterprise Vending Machine Co., 
Dept. ( 61-53 Franklin St., CHICAGO, 


B 234; 7-9 Warren St. New York. 


MAKE MONEY EVENINCS. 


Men employed during the day can make money ov and 








ings giving public exhibitions with Magic I. 
tern or Stereopticon. Little capital Gooded 
rite for 260-page Catalogue FRUK 


particulars. fi 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St., 


N.¥4 
LYMYER aby mtorr 
Siero, a 

rite to Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co., Cincinnati, Q. 

CHURCH BELLS anc'reats 


Best Superior Copper and Tin. Get our price. 
MoSHANE BELL FOUNDRY.Baltimore, Ma. 


THE GENUINE MENFELY BELLS 


z puress re mee we 
he most perfect, est class bells in the wor. 
Co., Watersies West Troy P. O., N. 


Meneel ly & 
THE GREAT CHURCH L | G H T 


For ciectric, gas, or > Send 
| dimensions. Bock of ht and 
\* estimate free. 1, > Pe mk, sst Pearl St., New York, 
| When answering advertisements, please 
| mention The Sunday School Times. 



























THE BUTCHER 
¥% SPOTLESS 
TOWN 





This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 

His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
surroundings. That is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 








as a new penny. 






































money for 
things that 
are not “the 
ost.”’ Many 
washing- 
powders that seem to work 
well 


are unfit to use. 

PEARLINE costs only a 
trifle more than the poor and 
dangerous. he absolute 
safety of PEAR.LINE has 
been thoroughly tested and 
proved. Make sure nothing 
is used to save work at 
expense of your clothes. 659 


Safe and 


Pearline— 32.25 


























PULME MLS ha Yio 


%y 


PAARMAIPINE 


4 
eed 


Don’t tie the top of your 
jelly and preserve jars in 
heold fashioned way. Seal 
them by the new, quick, 
absolutely sure way—by 
@ thin coatin of Pure 
Refined Paraffine. Has 
no taste or odor. Is 
air tight and acid 
roof. ily applied. 
sefulin adozen other 
ways about the house. 
Full directions with 
each cake. 
Bold everywhere, Made by 


STANDARD OIL Co. ‘ 
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| The Education of the 












9@ BRONCHIAL 
TROCHES 


“The best preparation for colds, coughs, 


BROWN 


and asthma. 
MRS. S. A. WATSON, Temperance Lecturer. 
“ Pre-eminently the best.” 
REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER. 





(Continued from page 55) 


Genung’s little book, with its joyous praise and harmony, and throughout the others 
| there is a quiet humor which augurs well for 
Among the other recent volumes are Dr. | Miss Humphrey’s future work. 


of living and working. 


J. R. Miller’s //ow ? When ? Where? Dr. 
Amory H. Bradford’s Spir7tual Lessons from 


the Brownings, Lyman Abbott’s Zhe Su- | Jerusalem. 


pernatural, and Joseph H,. Choate’s Abdra- 


ham Lincoln, 


American Citizen. 
By Arthur Twining Hadley. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. $1.50, net. 

If President Hadley had done nothing else 
in the publication of his selected addresses 
and magazine articles than propagate his ex- 
position of the real meaning of public senti- 
ment, his book would be worth publishing 
for this alone. Yet this constitutes but a 
small part of two of the essays. One of 
these is on ‘* Government by Public Opin- 
ion ;’’ the other, on ‘‘ Political Education.’’ 
There are fourteen chapters in the book, 
the burden of their message being largely 
ethical; but it is the ethical aspect of po- 
litical, governmental, social, and educational 
questions. The paper on ‘* The Use and 
Control of Examinations ’’ is a sane and sug- 
gestive educational study. The distinguished 
President of Yale University observes, in his 
preface, that too much attention is given to 
the mechanism of government, and of indus- 
try, and of the social machine, and too little 
to the forces by which the mechanism is kept 
at work, and upon which our whole social 
order depends. Between political and edu- 
cational papers no sharp line can be drawn, 
The difficult problems of the day, the author 
believes, can be solved only by an educa- 
tional process. The book is a solid, sub- 
stantial, discriminating, suggestive contri- 
bution. 


% 


South Africa a Century Ago. By the Lady 
Anne Barnard. New York: Dodd, Mead, 
& Co. $2.50, net. 


Here is a picture of South Africa as a 





bright-eyed and beautiful woman saw it a 
| century ago, Lady Anne Barnard was the 
| author of the popuiar bailad, ‘* Auld Robin 
Grey,”’ 
Cape Colony. 


| fine art. The British were trying to con- 


| so winsome and witty, presided. 
| took journeys through the country, and noted 
how the Boers lived, ‘‘trekked,’’ and had 
their being. Her sense of humor, her de- 
scriptions, rich in local color, her shrewd 
comments and happy suggestions, make a 
volume of great and timely interest. A por- 
trait and an appreciative sketch of the lady’s 


before him. 


“ 


Shakespeare’s Songs. 
Ospovat. 
and $1.50. 

One would hardly guess that there were so 
many light and tripping songs, with dainty 
conceits, and measures that make music of 
themselves, in the great Shakespeare. It 
was a good thing for Mr. Ospovat to collect 
them together in one handy volume accompa- 
nied with interpretive illustrations. About 
tenscore songs, with eleven pictures, are 
here given. The same delicate fancy, clear 
insight, and warm sympathy, which Mr. Os- 
povat showed in his illustration of the Shake- 
spearian sonnets are here recognizable. The 
variety and skill shown by the artist are 
worthy of the great bard. 
commit to memory the pretty songs have 
here a pocket treasury. 
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The Calling of the Apostle. 
Humphrey. New York: Bonnell, Silver, 
& Co. 75 cents. 

More and more frequently child-land is 
invaded by the feet of modern writers, who 
swarm everywhere like copy-hungry locusts. 
The seven stories contained in this book are 
detached phases of child life, which, though 
perhaps accurate, are scarcely definite enough 
to attain to the dignity of an episode, while 
| the dialogue in places rings false, as where 
the writer makes a little girl say of her kit- 
ten, ‘*My Mitten’s prospects in life are 
blighted forever.’’ In the story entitled 
‘** The Ills this Flesh is Heir To’’ the author 


New York: John Lane. 


By Zephine 





formation as to climate, finances, travelers’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


New York: | side’’ travels. 





, ' as | 
which rings the difference between flatness 


b 4 
By E. A. Reynolds-Ball. New 
York : The Macmillan Company. §r. 


This is a capital handbook to the city of 
cities. In shape and size for the pocket, 
with rounded corners, one can use it com- 
fortably for actual Palestinian or for ‘‘fire- 
Compact, clear, rich in in- | 


needs, and possible ‘lions in the way,’’ the 
book contains also the cream of scholarship 
concerning faméus sites in Jerusalem, with 
practical directions for excursions to other 
places renowned in Bible story. It tells also 
how to avoid being deceived by the voluble, 
the ignorant, the lovers of fraud, and the 
dealers in ‘‘religious’’ merchandise. The 
plans, maps, and illustrations are clear, and 
finely reproduced. | 


The Sunday-School and Chautauqua Book- | 
let, 1902. A Calendar of Daily Reading, | 
edited by Grace Leigh Duncan. Syracuse, 
N. Y.: Lyman Brothers. 25 cents. 

Many a reader has come to look forward 
with interest to the annually fresh calendar | 
of daily readings which Miss Duncan, daugh- | 





| ter of the honored founder of the Sunday- | 


school Home Department, Dr.W.A. Duncan, | 
compiles from the choicest writings of authors 

past and present. The opening selection for 

each day is from Holy Writ. Verse and 

prose both have place throughout. The 

little book should prove a welcome guide 

and daily inspiration to all who are fortunate 

enough to possess it, 
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The Making of a Country Home. By J. P. 
Mowbray. New York: Doubleday, Page, 
& Co. $1.50, net. 

Home - building is always an attractive 
subject, and one that is of prime interest to 
many readers, so that Mr. Mowbray’s pretty 
iittle story or sketch of an excursion of this 
sort is sure to win and sustain attention. 
He writes in an agreeabie, chatty fashion of 





and the wife of the first secretary of | what he is pleased to term ‘‘ an ordinary 
From 1797 to 1801 she lived | man’s successful effort’’ in country home- 
| at the Cape, and letter-writing was then a | making, and his text is pleasantly illustrated. 
; One wishes that ‘‘ ordinary ’’ people were as 
| citiate the Dutch, one of the weapons of | agreeable acquaintances in real life as they 
| peace being good dinners, at which this iady, | are in his pages, and a study thereof might | 

She also | do much towards making them so, 


| x 
| Year Book of Kentucky Woods and Fields, 


Drawings by Henry | 
$1.25 | 


Those who would | 





Crockett. Buffalo: 
Sr. 


A dainty nature book of the same forests 


By Ingram 
| Moulton. 
| 


Cc. W. 


painted so lovingly in his prose is Ingram 
Crockett’s Year Book of Kentucky Woods | 
and Fields. Each month has its appropriate | 
essay exquisitely illustrated with wash-draw- 
ings by the author. Those who love the 
trees and flowers and birds will find their 
beauties well recognized in this record book 
of the months. 


A Straight Shot 


Brought About by Accident 
A lady who accidentally began eating Grape- 
Nuts and quickly discovered the strength that 
she gained, felt disposed to write regarding the 
food. 
She says: ‘‘Grape-Nuts has done so much 
for me. 


broken down in health from overwork and 
nervousness. Every summer during the hot 
weather I have been practically exhausted, and 
generally have lost five pounds or over. 

“‘Quite by accident I began using Grape- 
Nuts, and thought I liked it very much at first, 
| but the taste grew on me so much that I am 
extravagantly fond of it. I ate it all last sum- 
| mer, and was surprised to find that I kept up 
| with plenty of strength, my nerve force in- 
| creased, and I lost no flesh. 

**I know exactly what has sustained me, for 
I have made no change in my way of living ex- 
cept to take on Grape-Nuts. I never tire of 
it. 
and warm cream in winter. 


This is a straightfor- 





vice to you."’—Lucy J. Rowen, Cedar Falls, 


seems to approach more nearly to that note | Ia, 





ralt ¢ ; | and glades which James Lane Allen has | 
life fitly introduce the reader to the feast | 


When I came out of school I was | 


I always use it with cold cream in summer, | 


word, honest letter, and I trust it will be of ser- 
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Pears 


Pears’ soap is dried a 
whole year. That's why it 
lasts so, It wears as thin 


as a wafer. 


Sold all over the world, 








Many dentifrices 
are good and safe 
to use, but none so 
agreeable and bene- 
ficial as the liquid 
dentifrice Rubifoam, 
but be sure you get 

Rubifoam if you wish 
for Rubifoam results. 
Price, 25 cents, at 
druggists. 

Sample vial free. 


E. W. HOYT & CO. 
LOWELL, MASS. 





Crackers 
Biscuit or 
| Wafers 
ask for the 
kind that 


| are always 


YD fresh in the 


In-er-seal 
Patent 
Package. 


The following biscuit are 
now to be had in the In-er- 
seal Patent Package :—Soda 
‘ Milk, Graham, Oatmeal 
aX and Butter Thin Biscuit, 





} Vanilla Wafers and Ginger 
Snaps. Look for the trade- 

—~ 7 design on the end 
of each r package. 








When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. . 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 
Five or more copies, either to 

75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 


cents each per year. 
S { 00 One copy, or any number of copies 
o less than five, will be sent to sepa- 


rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 

Pn « .. One free copy addi- 
Fr ee Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate 





~ 
The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request 
Enough copies of any one tssue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of aschool toexamine it, will be sent 
Sree, upon application 
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103t Walnut Street 
P. O. Box 1550 
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Philadelphia, Pa. 





Thoughts for the 

2 YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
y MEETING 

BY ROBERT E. SPEER 


February 9, 1902. The Pathway to 





Peace. John 14 : 25-31; Isa. 26: 3. 
Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Peace with God (Rom. 5: I-10). 
TuUFs.—Peace with men (Luke 2 : 8-14). 
WED —Peace with self (Phil. 4 : 4-9). 
PHURS Making peace (Matt. 5 : 1-9). 
FRI. —How peace comes (Rom. 12: 16-21), 
SAI llow peace goes (Isa. 48 : 16-22), 











What is meant by ‘‘ the peace of God "’ ? 

What is the result when the peace of God 
comes into a human life ? 

How can we get the peace of God if we have 


it not ? 

HERE are some things that everybody 
wants. These things everybody can 
have. ut these things not everybody 

finds. Peace is one of them. Even those 


most warlike and violent in their relations to 
others want to be at peace with themselves. 
They yield often to their lower passions and 
tastes because these are strongest, and they 
gain thus the greatest measure of peace with 
themselves. No one deliberately chooses 
disquiet and unrest of soul for desire of these 
things. Men may run the risk of these 
things for the sake of something that cannot be 
got without the risk, but they do not crave the 
inner war. The nations do not in their right 
mind more truly desire to be at than 
each human heart seeks for without 
and within. 

And everybody may have peace. Some 
ene says: ** I am naturally of a restless dis- 
position, given to worry and fretting. 
mever find peace.’’ 
*T am sickly ill, and my physical dis- 
eomfort and suffering make it impossible for 
me to have peace,’’ Some one else declares : 
**Enemies will not let me have peace. I 
should be glad to find it, but sin within and 
sinners without give me no rest.’’ 


peace 


peace 


I can 


Some one else feels: 


and 


But peace 
is not dependent upon disposition, health, 
or freedom from foes. 


Cheerfulness of tem- 


perament, good health, a pure nature, and 
happy surroundings, are all blessings to be 
valued. But the God of hop is able, as 


Paul savs, to fill men with all joy and peace, 
ancl his alolity reac hes to every nan 


~ 
(od does this by giving men peace as a 
gift. Peace is a present rather than an at- 
lamment. Self-cdiscipline is a good thing, 
but itys a long and tedious road Che dis- 


ciples were with Jesus for three vears, under 
the best educational and disciplinary influ- 
in the world, and little nearer 
peace at the end than at the beginning. But 
at the last Jesus gave it to them, and they 
possesse:| in a month, so to speak, what 
of discipline had not given. 
** Peace I leave with you,’’ said Jesus, ‘‘ my 
peace I give unto you.’’ The struggle to 


ences were 


toree years 





| 


} unto you.’’ I, 


|- physical beauty, money, pleasure. 


Publishers, | 


THE SUNDAY SCH OC 


win calm is one way, and a way of pain, and 
too often failure. We may have peace in an 
instant as the gift of Christ. ‘This is not hy- 


pothesis. This is fact,—not less fact because | 
it is wonderful. All the facts of Christ are 
wonderful. 


The peace which Jesus gives is not just 
peace. Itis his peace. ** My peace | give.”’ 
That means peace like the peace of his life. 

Sut it means more than that. It means his 
own peace. If my life is not my life at all, 
but Christ’s life in me, so my peace is not 
my peace at all, but Christ’s peace in me, 
Christianity is not a one-sided thing in which 
we obey Christ’s commands and honor him, 


1. TIMES 





He has a part to play too. He enters our 
life, and brings with him his own kindness 
and purity and strength and peace. If you 
say that this sounds mystical and supernatu- 
ral, it may be replied that that is just what 
Christianity is. 

% 

Christ’s gifts have two great characteristics 
as contrasted w.th the world’s gifts. ‘* Not 
as the world giveth,’’ says Jesus, “ give ] 

One is that the world takes 
Not one of them can be kept, 
Dust 

to dust we return. Chirist’s 
No man can take them from 
Christ will not. It is so with his peace. 


back its gifts. 


are, and 
gilts abide. 
us. 


we 


**Reach hither thy hand,’’ said a martyr to | 


his judge, ** and lay thy hand on my heart, 
and then on thine, and tell the people which 


is the calmer heart.’’ 2. The other is that 
the world’s gifts pall and deteriorate. The 
first is best, then all fades. But Christ’s 
gifts grow. ‘* The best is yet to be.’’ All 


the peace we have of his is to expand until 
we slip at last into the great service, that is 
so perfect that it shall be weariless activity 
and perfect calm. 


% 


Consider what in your heart wars against 
the peace of Christ, and prevents your ac- 
ceptance of it, 

¥ 


+ 
Are you now cherishing a single grudge 
against any soul ? 


Does any one regard you 
as his enemy ? 


Make peace. 
~% 

Let us bring calm and repose into our 
ways, laying aside all impatience and irrita- 
bility and storm. 

“ 

Find the Bible passages where ‘‘ the peace 
of God ’”’ and ‘* the God of peace ’’ occur, 
Have I given myself to the God of peace ? 
Have I accepted from him the peace of God ? 


A Good Change 


A Change of Food Works Wonders 


The wrong food and drink cause a lot of 
trouble in this world. To change the food is 
the first duty of every person that is ill, particu- 
larly from stomach and nervous troubles. As 
an illustration : A lady in Hickmon Mills, Mo., 
has, with her husband, been brought around 
to health again by leaving off coffee and some 
articles of food that did not agree with them. 
They began using Postum Food Coffee 
Grape-Nuts Breakfast Food. 


and 


She says: ‘‘ For a number of years | suffered 
with stomach and bowel trouble, which kept 
getting worse until I was very ill most of the 
time. About four years ago I left off coffee 
and began taking Postum. My stomach and 
bowels improved right along, but I was so re- 
duced in flesh, and so nervous, that the least 
thing would overcome me. 

‘Then I changed my food and began using 
Grape-Nuts Breakfast Food in addition to my 
Postum Coffee. I lived on these two 
pally for about four months. Day by day I 
gained in flesh and strength until now the ner- 
vous trouble has entirely disappeared, and I 
feel that I life and health to 
and Grape-N uts. 


princi- 


owe my Postum 

** Husband is 73 years old, and he was troubled, 
for a long time, with occasional cramps, and 
slept badly. Finally I prevailed upon him to 
leave off coffee and take Postum. He 
out for a long time, but after he tried Postum 
for a few days he found that he could sleep, and 
that his cramps disappeared. He was satisfied, 
and has never had coffee since. 

**T have a brother in California who has been 
using Postum for several years; his whole fam- 
ily use it also because they have had such good 
results from it."’ 


stood | 





Best in quality—largest in quantity—applied with a cloth—makes no dust— 
easily and effectively. 
RISING SUN STOVE POLISH.” 


does its work quickly, 
MADE BY PROPRIETORS OF “ 

















ing liberal offer: 





Giant Comet; New York Lettuce; 


velope, which when emptied and returned will 





Is the title of Our New Catalogue for 1902 
instructive horticultural publication of the day 
engravings—6 superb colored plates of vegetables and flowers. 


To give this Catalogue the largest possible distribution, we make the follow- 


Freedom Tomato, and White 
be 


order of goods selected from Catalogue to the amount of $1.00 and upward. 


PETER HENDERSON & CO., 


35 & 37 Cortlandt Street, New York. 


the most superb and 
190 pages—700 


Every Empty Envelope 


Counts as Cash. 


To every one who will state where this advertisement was seen, and who 
incloses 10 Cents (in stamps), we will mail the Catalogue, and also send 

4S free of charge, our famous 50-Cent ‘‘Henderson’’ 
containing one packet each of Sweet Peas, Giant Flowering ; 


Collection of 
Pansies, Mammoth Flowering; Asters, 
Plume Celery, in a coupon ene 
accepted as a 25-cent cash payment on any 


seeds, 



















We have been the original 
introducers of more varieties 
of squash than all our brother seed men 
combined, Here’sa partial list: 
Hubbard, Marblehead, Victor, Warren 
Butman, Chestnut and Golden Bronze. 
Our annual catalogue of Vegetable and 

Flower seed sent Free. 
If you want the purest 
Grass seed sold in the 
J. 8. try ours. 


3.3.H.GREGORY 
& SON, 

Marblehead, 
M 




























Double Sweet Peas— 
White, Pink, Scarlet. 
Striped. The4 sorts for lic 

Tralling Sweet P 
Trails instead of growin 
upright. White, Pink, Ye 
low ,Lavender and Scariet. 
The 5 sorts for l5c. 

Bush Sweet Peas 
Grow in bush form with. 
out support. Striped, Lav. 

ender and Brown-red. The 3 sorts for 10c. 

All 12 sorts, one packet each for 20c., postpaid. 
OUR GREAT CATALOGUE of Flower and 

Vegetable Seeds, Bulbs, Plants and Rare New Fruits, 13¢ 

pages, pi ofusely illustrated, large colored plates, FREE. 

JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N.¥. 


| Double, Bush é Traili 
SWEET PEA 


eas— 





~ A 


Queen G6 Crescent 


service includes fast Trains, Dining Cars 
Cafe’, Observation and Parlor Cars, su- 
perb in appointment. 

Through Pullmans from Cincinnati and 
Louisville in connection with Southern 
Railway to Chattanooga, Asheville, New 
Orleans, Florida and all points south 

Write for illustrated printed matter. 
W. J. MURPHY, W. Cc. RINZARSON, 

Grn’. manaeen, Grn’. PAGS'GR AGT., 

CincimnaTt. 








| 





| great 


| Florida, 


The Luxury of Modern Railway 
Travel to Florida and 
the South 


The gratitude of tourists who appreciate 
the acme of luxury in railway travel is due 
the Rail 
Their line of operation is the 

that 


in no small measure 


to Southern 


way system. 


highway leads by Washington 


D. C., to and through the Southern States. 


Year by year they have adopted every im- 


| provement that could add in any way to the 


comfort of that army of visitors who make 
their winter home in the vast territory cov- 
ered by its network of lines. 

An example of the superb trains operated 
by the Company is the ‘*Southern’s Palm 
’’ which runs between New York, 


Philadelphia, and St. Augustine every day, 


Limited, 


except Sunday, during the winter months, 
This magnificent train will be inaugurated 
January 14, 1902, leaving Philadelphia 3: 16 
P. M., the most luxurious in the world, runs 
through solid from New York to St. Augus- 
tine, excepting one drawing-room sleeping- 


car, which is detached at Blackville, S. C. 


! and runs to Augusta, for the accommodation 


of travelers to this popular resort, and Aiken, 
S. C. The train is composed of Pullman 
composite, compartment cars, drawing-room 
sleeping-cars, library, observation and din- 
ing-cars. Two other fast daily limited trains 
are operated, carrying through Pullman draw- 


ing-room sleeping-cars, New York and Pbila- 


delphia to Savannah, Jacksonville, ‘Tampa, 


Charleston, Augusta, Asheville, Chattanooga, 


| Nashville, Atlanta, Birmingham, Memphis, 


| New Orleans, affording excellent service to 


the Pacific Coast. 
all through trains. 


The popular route to Pinehurst, N. C., Pull- 


Mexico, and 


Dining-car service on 


|man drawing-room sleeping-cars, Washing- 


| ton, Pinehurst, Mondays, Wednesdays, and 


New York 
Pullman drawing-room sleeping-cars every 
Chas. L. 
Hophins, District Passenger Agent, Southern 
Railway, 828 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, will 


Fridays. to Thomasville, Ga., 


Thursday, commencing January 9. 


| furnish all information. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Astounding ! 





arvelous ! 


Unprecedented ! 





10 BOOKS 


The GREATEST RELIGIOUS BOOK OFFER WE EVER MADE 
—A COMPLETE STANDARD BIBLE REFERENCE LIBRARY 


$10.00 





THIS GREAT RELIGIOUS LIBRARY OF TEN BOOKS will surely prove invaluable to pastor, superintendent, teacher, or Bible scholar, and a storehouse of scriptural in- 
They stand among the highest in Biblical literature, are all clearly printed, strongly and handsomely bound, and perfect in every way, all of which we 


Former Price, $41.25 
. $10.00 


formation to every home. 


guarantee. 


Take 
Notice 
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JAMIESON, FAUSSET, AND BROWN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


By Robert Jamieson, D.D., St. Paul's, Glasgow; Rev. A. R. Fausset, A.M., St. 
Cuthbert’s, York; and David Brown, D.D., Professor of Theology, Aberdeen. 

A complete commentary—critical, explanatory, and practical—on the Old and New Testaments, 
1,380 pages, bound iu cloth. Former price, $7.50. ‘The body of the work consists of notes that are 
concise, learned, free from verbiage and easily understood, that elucidate and explain difficult passages 
of Scripture, or whose import is not readily apprehended. Far in advance of the older works now in 
use, it is also the most practical, suggestive, and scientific. : 

Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times: “1 do not know of its equal, 
within its scope and cost.’’ 

Rev. John H. Vincent, Bishop M. E. Church: “‘ It deserves a place on the table of every Bible 
student.” 


CRITICAL AND EXPOSITORY BIBLE CYCLOP/AEDIA 


Compiled and written by the Rev. A. R. Fausset, A.M., joint author of the Jamieson, 
Fausset, and Brown Bible Commentary. It contains 750 three-column pages; 600 
illustrations. Regular price, cloth binding, $5.00. 

This great work is the result of seven years of labor by the author, contains three thousand 
seven hundred articles, and presents a completeness, conciseness, and thoroughness, such as to 
make it a perfect Bible Cycl vot oy It sets forth briefly and suggestively those doctrinal and experi- 
mental truths which are contained in the Written Word itself. 

J. W. Bashford, D.D., President Ohio Wesleyan University: ‘It is a most admirable aid. 
I hope ten thousand teachers will use it inside the next six months.”’ 

ev. Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage: ‘it 1s in advance of all books in that line, 
accurate, and valuable.”’ 


THE COMPLETE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


The celebrated Jewish Historian, translated from the original Greek by William 
Whiston, A.M. Large Octavo Cloth, 1,056 pages, nearly 100 illustrations. Former 
price, $4.00. 
In this great work is contained the History and Antiquities of he [owe Destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans; also Dissertations concerning Jesus Christ, John the Baptist, James the Just, and the 
Sacrifice of Isaa 


OXFORD TEACHER’S BIBLE 


‘This new edition of the self-pronouncing Oxford Bible is bound in American Morocco, divinicy cir- 
cuit, full flexible, red-under-gold edges, measures 84% X5%X1% inches. It is a model of clear printing, 
large type, and contains, besides the accurate text of the Authorized Version of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, about 300 pages of New Helps to Bible Study, which include Notes and Tables illustrative of 
Scripture History and Antiquities, Chronology and Harmony of the Gospels, Dictionary of the Scrip- 
tures, Proper Names, a Biblical Index, Concordance, and a New Series of 15 colored maps. ‘This is 
the Genuine Oxford Bible which formerly sold for $4.75. 


1024 pages 
M4 X04 date inches 


unique, learned, 


o%X6% Xeig inches royrineite inches. 
EDERSHEIM’S LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 


Gives a full account of the society, life, and € 
serve as a frame and background for the picture of Christ. 
makes the book a historical commentary on the four Gospels. 


which is critical in the best and truest sense of the word, and is biblical at the same time. 


CONCISE CYCLOP/AEDIA OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 


Church History, Bible History, Bible Names, 
The Early Church, The Story of the Reformation, the various Young People’s Societies, Theologians, 
Scholars, Cathedrals, Churches, et« 


where to turn 


SMITH’S DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


strongly bound in cloth. 
tendents, and Bible readers generally. 
language. 


THE LIFE AND EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL 


same quality of paper, and 1s the same in size, as Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, and bound in uniform 
style. 
the work which he cid 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


Scripture is the best interpreter of Scripture, and, next to the Bible, no volume is of greater value 
to the Bible student than Cruden’s Concordance 








Your Choice of Six Volumes, $6.25 
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(2Vols.) The Authorized American Edition. By Alfred Edersheim, M.A. Oxon., D.D., 
Lecturer Oxford University. . 
‘Two volumes, former price, $6.00. Royal 8vo, 1,524 pages, handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
evelopment —intellectual and religious—in Palestine, to 
The fresh study of the text of the Gospels 


The Sunday School Times recommends it: “ It is positively refreshing to read a life of the Saviour 


Biblical, Biographical, Thectentons, Historical, Geographical, and Practical. Edited 
by E. B. Sanford, D.D., assisted by a brilliant galaxy of Biblical Scholars and Divines. 
Complete in one volume, nearly 1,000 pages, beautifully illustrated. Regular price, 
cloth binding, $3.50. . 

To the seekers after knowledge this work will prove a surprising storehouse of information regarding 

laces, Customs, Doctrines, Creeds, Denominations, 


The Golden Rule, Boston: ‘‘ Knowledge is here available for which many have not known just 


Edited by William Smith, LL.D., Classical Examiner of University of London. It 
formerly sold for $4.50. 
Contains 1,024 large octavo pages, printed on excellent paper, finely illustrated, and handscmely and 
An indispensable aid to ministers, teachers, families, Sunday-school superin- 
This is undoubtedly the best work of its kind in the English 


By the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M. A., of Cambridge; and J.S. Howson, D.D.. 
pool. Formerly sold for $4.50. 
Contains 1,014 large octavo pages, many fine illustrations, maps, charts, etc.; is 


of Liver- 
printed on the 


There is no work that will compare with this in giving a life-like picture of the great Apostle and 


By Alexander Cruden, M.A. Former price, $1.50. 


Contains 756 large octavo pages, clearly printed, and handsomely and strongly bound in cloth 
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